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OUR  COVER 

The  most  powerful  tools  a  Latter- 
day  Saint  Sunday  School  teacher 
has  at  his   command  are  words. 

This  issue  of  The  Instructor  pre- 
sents several  articles  on  words  by 
authors  who  know  their  power. 

The  cover  presents  a  striking 
photograph  of  a  statue  of  Noah 
Webster,  a  master  of  words.  His 
name  is  synonymous  with  dictionary. 

Noah  Webster  in  his  youth  taught 
school  and  studied  law.  Later  he  was 
a  newspaper  editor.  After  ten  years 
of  study  of  the  English  language,  he 
issued  in  1828  his  American  Diction- 
ary of  the  English  Language,  in 
two  volumes.  He  wrote  other  books, 
including  a  history  of  the  United 
States. 

The  cover  picture  was  executed  by 
Norman  G.  Fricke  and  was  pro- 
vided The  Instructor  by  the  West 
Hartford,  Connecticut  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Immediately  to  the  rear 
of  the  statue  is  West  Hartford  Town 
Hall.  The  Congregational  Church 
spire  is  in  the  background.  Webster 
was    born    in    the   Hartford    area. 

-W.J.A. 
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THE  MESSAGE 

OF  THE  RESURRECTION 


^y  (President  David  0.  o^cKay 

Oe  who  can  thus  testify  of  the 
hving  Redeemer  has  his  soul 
anchored  in  eternal  truth. 

The  latest,  most  direct  confirma- 
tion that  Jesus  rose  from  the  grave 
is  the  appearance  of  the  Father  and 
the  Son  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  nineteen  hundred  years  after 
the  event  Christendom  is  celebrating 
this  Easter.  It  is  highly  appropriate, 
therefore,  that  the  Church  should 
join  in  the  annual  festival  com- 
memorating the  resurrection  of 
Christ,  the  most  significant,  the  most 
memorable  event  in  the  history  of 
mankind. 

This  miracle  of  life  is  significant 
not  only  in  itself,  but  in  its  connota- 
tion of  all  the  basic  principles  of 
true  Christianity. 

Judging  from  recent  international 
conflicts  it  is  quite  evident  that 
leaders  of  some  of  the  governments 
of  the  world  do  not  believe  in  the 
actuahty  of  the  resurrection. 

We  know  that  the  leaders  of  the 
nation  directly  responsible  for  the 
Korean  holocaust  have  openly  re- 
pudiated Jesus  Christ  and  his 
teachings. 

Too  many  today  are  like  the  men 
on  Mars'  Hill  two  thousand  years 
ago  who  erected  an  altar  to  "The 
Unknown  God,"  but  who  knew  lit- 
tle or  nothing  about  him.  We  read 
that  on  his  way  to  the  Areopagus, 
Paul  had  beheld  magnificent  statues 
erected  to  various  gods  which  the 
Greeks  worshipped— Mars,  the  god 
of  war;  Aphrodite,  the  goddess 
of  love;  Bacchus,  the  god  of  wine, 
and,  towering  above  them  all,  the 
Pallas-Athene,  the  goddess  of  wis- 
dom, the  protectress  of  Athens— 
these  and  many  others. 

Here  frequently  gathered  phil- 
osophers and  judges,  the  ablest 
thinkers,  the  wisest  sages  of  the 
ancient  world,  considering  and  dis- 
coursing on  the  mysteries  of  life  and 
the  destiny  of  the  human  race. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  worldly 
wisdom  there  stood  a  lonely  little 


brown-eyed  man  who  challenged 
much  of  their  philosophy  as  false 
and  the  worship  of  images  as  gross 
error— the  only  man  in  that  great 
city  of  intellectuals  who  knew  by 
actual  experience  that  a  man  may 
pass  through  the  portals  of  death 
and  live— the  only  man  in  Athens 
who  could  clearly  sense  the  differ- 
ence between  the  formality  of 
idolatry,  and  the  heartfelt  worship 
of  the  only  true  and  living  God.  By 
the  Epicureans  and  Stoics  with 
whom  he  had  conversed  and  argued, 
Paul  had  been  called  a  babbler,  a 


have  other  gods  to  which  they  give 
more  thought  than  to  the  resurrected 
Lord— the  god  of  pleasure,  the  god 
of  wealth,  the  god  of  indulgence, 
the  god  of  political  power,  the  god 
of  popularity,  the  god  of  race 
superiority— as  varied  and  numerous 
as  were  the  gods  in  ancient  Athens 
and  Rome. 

Thoughts  that  most  frequently  oc- 
cupy the  mind  determine  a  man's 
course  of  action.     It  is  therefore  a 


a 


rpoR  I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he 
shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth: 

And  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this  body, 
yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God: 

Whom  I  shall  see  for  myself,  and  mine  eyes  shall 
behold,  and  not  another;  though  my  reins  he  consumed 
within  me."  Job  19:25-27. 


setter-forth  of  strange  gods:  "So  they 
took  him  and  brought  him  unto 
Aeropagus,  saying,  'May  we  know 
what  this  strange  doctrine  whereof 
thou  speakest  is?' 

"Ye  men  of  Athens,"  said  Paul, 
"I  perceive  that  in  all  things  ye  are 
too  superstitious. 

"For,  as  I  passed  by,  and  beheld 
your  devotion,  I  found  an  altar  with 
this  inscription.  To  the  Unknown 
God,'  Whom,  therefore,  ye  ignorant- 
ly  worship,  him  declare  I  unto  you." 

As  Paul  discoursed  eloquently  on 
the  personality  of  God,  the  phil- 
osophers listened  curiously  though 
attentively  until  he  testified  that  God 
had  raised  Jesus  from  the  dead. 

When  they  heard  of  the  resurrec- 
tion, some  mocked  and  all  but  a 
few  turned  away,  leaving  him  who 
had  declared  the  truth  even  more 
lonely  than  ever. 

Today,  as  on  Mars'  Hill,  when  we 
speak  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead, 
there  are  some  who  mock  and  others 
who  doubt  and  turn  away.  Today, 
as  then,  too  many  men  and  women 


blessing  to  the  world  that  there  are 
occasions  such  as  Easter  which,  as 
warning  semaphores,  say  to  man- 
kind; In  your  mad  rush  for  pleasure, 
wealth,  and  fame,  pause  and  think 
what  is  of  most  value  in  life. 

When  men  heed  this  warning, 
and  search  the  innermost  recesses  of 
their  hearts,  they  find  that  the  most 
important  question  of  their  lives  re- 
lates to  the  subject  of  immortality. 
A  leading  railroad  man,  as  quoted 
in  "Young  Man  and  the  World,"  ex- 
pressed the  thought  of  many  when 
he  said: 

"I  would  rather  be  sure  that  when 
a  man  dies  he  will  live  again  with 
his  conscious  identity,  than  to  have 
all  the  wealth  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  occupy  any  position  of  honor 
or  power  the  world  could  possibly 
give." 

Establish  it  as  a  fact  that  Christ 
did  take  up  his  body  and  appeared 
as  a  glorified,  resurrected  being,  and 
you  answer  the  question  of  the  ages 
"If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again?" 

-Job  14:14. 
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That  the  literal  resurrection  from 
the  grave  was  a  reality  to  the  discip- 
les who  knew  Christ  intimately  is 
a  certainty.  In  their  minds  there 
was  absolutely  no  doubt.  They  were 
witnesses  of  the  fact.  They  knew 
because  their  eyes  beheld,  their  ears 
heard,  their  hands  felt  the  corporeal 
presence  of  the  Risen  Redeemer. 

The  event  we  celebrate  today  con- 
notes the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  gen- 
eral these  are:  (1)  The  Fatherhood 
of  God.  No  man  can  accept  the 
resurrection  and  be  consistent  in  his 
belief  without  accepting  also  the  ex- 
istence of  a  personal  God.  (2)  The 
Sonship  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  gospel 
teaches  that  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
God,  the  Redeemer  of  the  world. 
(3)  The  Immortality  of  the  Human 
Soul.  (4)  The  Brotherhood  of  Man. 
One  of  the  two  great  general  princi- 
ples to  which  all  other  principles 
are  subsidiary  is  this:  "Love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself,"  and  corre- 
lated with  it,  the  promise:  "Inas- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  unto  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  me."  (5)  Standards  of 
Life.     Finally,  since  Jesus  was  the 


one  perfect  man  who  ever  lived,  as 
he,  in  rising  from  the  dead,  con- 
quered death,  and  is  now  Lord  of 
the  earth,  how  utterly  weak,  how 
extremely  foolish  is  he  who  would 
wilfully  reject  Christ's  way  of  life, 
especially  in  the  light  of  the  fact 
that  such  rejection  leads  only  to  un- 
happiness,  misery,  and  even  to 
death. 

Easter  should  be  a  day  of  thanks- 
giving and  divine  worship.  It  is 
not  a  day  for  rejoicing  because  of 
the  opening  of  springtime,  not 
merely  an  opportunity  to  display 
beautiful  hats  and  fine  clothing— it 
is  an  occasion  for  the  expression  of 
gratitude  to  God  for  having  sent  his 
only  Begotten  Son  into  the  world, 
to  be  "the  way,  the  truth,  the  life," 
to  declare  the  eternal  truth  that 
"Whosoever  believeth  in  him  should 
not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life." 

When  Christians  throughout  the 
world  have  this  faith  coursing  in 
their  blood,  when  they  feel  a  loyalty 
in  their  hearts  to  the  resurrected 
Christ,  and  to  the  principles  con- 
noted thereby,  mankind  will  have 
taken   the   first   great   step   toward 


the  perpetual  peace  for  which  we 
daily  are  praying:  Reject  him  and 
the  world  will  be  filled  with  hatred, 
and  drenched  in  blood  by  recurring 
wars. 

As  Christ  lived  after  death  so  shall 
all  men,  each  taking  his  place  in  the 
next  world  for  which  he  has  best 
fitted  himself.  The  message  of  the 
resurrection,  therefore,  is  the  most 
comforting,  the  most  glorious  ever 
given  to  man,  for  when  death  takes 
a  loved  one  from  us,  our  sorrowing 
hearts  are  assuaged  by  the  hope  and 
the  divine  assurance  expressed  in 
the  words: 

"He  is  not  here:  he  is  risen."  Be- 
cause our  Redeemer  lives  so  shall 
we.  I  bear  you  witness  that  he 
does  live.  May  each  recurring 
Easter  emphasize  this  truth,  and  fill 
our  souls  with  the  divine  assurance 
that  Christ  is  truly  risen,  and  through 
Him  man's  immortality  secured,  and 
may  the  day  soon  dawn  upon  the 
world  when  the  manifestations  of 
brute  force  and  the  false  ideal  that 
might  makes  right  be  supplanted  by 
the  charitable,  peace-loving  spirit  of 
the  Risen  Lord. 


THEY  MUST  BE  BETTER 

^y  Harold  Lundstrom 


L.D.S.   MEETINGS   ORGANIZED    IN   PUERTO   RICO 


CuNDAY  School  members  are  a  gre- 
*^  garious  lot.  Just  let  one  of  them 
move  into  a  new  area,  and  no  sooner 
has  he  put  his  suitcase  down  than 
he  starts  looking  around  to  see  if  he 
can  find  someone  who  will  meet  with 
him  in  a  spontaneous  and  unsched- 
uled Sunday  School  class— be  it  in 
Korea,  Saudi  Arabia,  or  Puerto  Rico. 
And  this  last  named  United  States 
Territorial  island  in  the  West  Indies 
is  just  the  case  in  point. 


As  1950  drew  to  a  close,  several 
Latter-day  Saint  families  stationed 
with  the  Air  Force  at  Barksdale 
Field,  Shreveport  Louisana,  learned 
that  they  were  to  be  transferred  to 
Ramey  Air  Force  Base  in  Puerto 
Rico.  With  everyone  in  the  armed 
forces,  overseas  duty  is  to  be  ex- 
pected, and  this  anticipated  move 
was  made  easier  with  the  knowledge 
that  other  Church  families  would  be 
going. 


Soon  after  the  move  and  on  March 
4,  1951,  four  families  were  repre- 
sented at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
transferred  servicemen.  Oren  C. 
Lewis  presided,  and  there  were 
present,  his  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Lewis  with  their  two  children,  Linda 
and  Duana;  Robert  B.  Barker,  George 
E.  Golding;  and  Clifford  and  Abbie 
Lamb  and  their  four  children,  Judith 
Ann,  Joleen,  Jeanne,  and  Clifford  E. 

With  the  arrival  of  Mrs.  Joy  Bar- 
ber to  join  her  husband,  and  the  re- 
turn of  George  Golding  from  tempo- 
rary duty.  May  20  was  a  red-letter 
day  as  it  marked  the  first  one  hun- 
dred per  cent  attendance  of  every 
family.  On  this  day  a  meeting  was 
held  to  organize  the  group. 

Meetings  were  held  in  the  Lewis 
residence,  fourteen  miles  from 
Ramey,  Working  schedules  and 
transportation  oflFered  handicaps,  but 
weekly  meetings  were  held  and  al- 
ways with  some  member  of  the 
priesthood  in  attendance. 

Since  there  was  no  Church  au- 
thority on  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico 
which  has  an  estimated  population  of 
more  than  two  million  inhabitants, 
it  was  necessary  to  agree  on  group 
leadership.  It  was  decided  that  a 
group  leader  would  be  chosen  for  a 
three-month  period  with  Elder  Bar- 
{Concluded  on  page  111.) 
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THE  MYSTERY  OF  LIFE 


A  NOTHER  parable  put  he  forth  unto  them,  saying,  The  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  like  to  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  which  a  man  took, 

and  sowed  in  his  field: 

Which  indeed  is  the  least  of  all  seeds:  hut  when  it  is  grown, 

it  is  the  greatest  among  herbs,  and  becometh  a  tree,  so  that  the 

birds  of  the  air  come  and  lodge  in  the  branches  thereof. 

-Matthew  13:81-32. 


VTuMEROus  similar  examples  might 
be  added  from  the  world  of 
plants,  and  even  from  the  inorganic 
world  as  in  the  marvelous  complex, 
orderly  and  unique  structure  of  crys- 
tals, which  suggest  their  ultimate 
depends  upon  intelligence,  one  of 
the   highest   manifestations   of   life. 

Were  it  not  for  the  well-known 
fact  that  the  union  of  two  minute 
cells  in  the  body  of  a  woman  may 
result  in  the  production  of  a  George 
Washington  or  an  Abraham  Lincoln, 
the  sceptic  might  pronounce  such 
belief  unworthy  of  credence  except 
by  a  superstitious  ignoramus.  Yet 
the  production  of  a  living  human 
being  is  no  less  marvelous  than  is 
the  thought  of  the  resurrection  of 
Christ  and  the  possibility  of  the 
resurrection  of  other  mortals. 

Latter-day  Saints  have  very  im- 
portant confirmations  of  their  faith 
in  the  resurrection  which  is  not 
generally  available  to  other  Chris- 
tians; among  these  are:  Joseph 
Smith's  first  vision,  the  visits  of  the 
Angel  Moroni,  the  restoration  of  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  by  John  the  Bap- 
tist and  of  the  Melchizedek  Priest- 
hood by  Peter,  James,  and  John, 
and  other  visitations  of  ancient 
prophets  in  the  Kirtland  Temple. 

Most  scientists  of  the  present  time 
are  not  dogmatic;  others  are  much 
less  so  than  were  those  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Century,  many  of  whom  had 
settled  as  permanent  the  laws  of 
physics  and  astronomy  as  then  con- 
ceived. A  prominent  professor  in  a 
leading  American  university  declared 


in  his  book.  Popular  Astronomy,  that 
flying  machines,  then  being  experi- 
mented with,  were  an  idle  dream, 
impossible  because  they  were  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  nature.  A  pro- 
fessor of  biology  in  another  leading 
university,  in  a  lecture  before  fac- 
ulty and  graduate  students,  asserted 
that  biology  must  be  based  entirely 
upon  mathematics,  like  physics  and 


THE    CHAMBERED    NAUTILUS 

<^E>UILD  thee  more  stately  man- 
sions, O  my  soul, 

As  the  swift  seasons  roll! 

Leave   thy   low-vaulted   past! 
Let  each   temple,   nobler  than  the 

last. 
Shut  thee  from  heaven  with  a  dome 

more  vast. 

Till  thou  at  length  art  free. 
Leaving    thine    outgrown    shell    by 

life's  unresting  sea!" 

—Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 


astronomy  as  then  conceived.  Early 
in  the  Twentieth  Century  some  lead- 
ing American  psychologists  made 
similar  assertions  about  psychology, 
thus  reducing  man  to  a  mechanical 
automaton.  This  was  a  revival  of 
the  materialistic  conception  of  man 
as  a  human  machine;  a  so-called 
science  current  in  France  in  the 
Eighteenth  Century.  This  type  of 
thinking  is  altogether  outmoded  at 
the  present  time. 

Interest  in  life  in  all  of  its  mani- 
festations is  natural  to  human  beings. 


^y  Q^ihon  Bennion 

Children  like  to  plant  seeds  and 
watch  their  growth,  to  have  animal 
pets  and  to  play  with  their  young 
kittens  and  puppies.  Beyond  this 
is  their  interest  in  a  baby,  especially 
true  of  little  girls.  They  want  to 
know  where  the  baby  came  from. 
To  them  that  is  the  beginning  of 
the  mystery  of  life. 

Latter-day  Saints  and  other  ortho- 
dox Christians  generally  accept  the 
resurrection  of  Christ  as  a  part  of 
their  faith.  In  commemoration  of 
this  event  Easter  Sunday  was  recog- 
nied  by  councils  of  the  Church  in 
ancient  times. 

Judged  by  the  performance  of 
nominal  Christians  now  what  does 
it  signify?  Easter  hats,  new  dresses, 
Easter  presents  and  public  promen- 
ades. It  has,  like  some  other  holi- 
days, become  so  commercialized  that 
its  original  purpose  has  been  sub- 
merged under  public  displays  and 
pleasure  seeking.  What  is  the  ef- 
fect, upon  young  people  especially? 
The  indifferent  rich  go  to  Church 
"to  be  seen  of  men;"  the  poor,  girls 
and  young  women,  remain  away  for 
obvious  reasons;  thus  class  distinc- 
tion is  fostered  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  Christ  and  of  all  genuine  religion. 

Should  not  all  professed  Chris- 
tians, including  Latter-day  Saints, 
discontinue  observance  of  the  com- 
mercial aspects  of  the  celebration 
of  Easter  and  concentrate  on  its 
original  purpose— to  give  thanks  to 
God  for  the  redemption  of  mankind 
through  the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ, 
his  sacrifice,  his  resurrection  and 
return  to  the  Father  who  sent  him. 

In  the  beginning  was  the  Word, 
and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and 
the  Word  was  God.  The  same  was  in 
the  beginning  with  God.  All  things 
were  made  by  him;  and  without  him 
was  not  any  thing  made  that  was 
made.  In  him  was  life;  and  the  life 
wias  the  light  of  men.  And  the  light 
Shineth  in  darkness;  and  the  darkness 
comprehended  it  not.  —John  1:1-5. 
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OTHER  SHEEP  I  HAVE* 


^y  Elder  oM^atthew  Cowley 


^^  A  s  the  Father  knoweth  me,  even 
so  know  I  the  Father:  and  I  lay 
down  my  life  for  the  sheep.  And 
other  sheep  I  have  which  are  not 
of  this  fold:  them  also  I  must  bring, 
and  they  shall  hear  my  voice;  and 
there  shall  be  one  fold  and  one 
shepherd.  Therefore,  doth  my  Fath- 
er love  me,  because  I  lay  down  my 
life  that  I  might  take  it  up  again. 
No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I 
lay  it  down  of  myself.  I  have  power 
to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to 
take  it  again.  This  commandment 
have  I  received  of  my  Father." 

As  Christ  was  approaching  the 
time  of  his  crucifixion  he  bore  this 
witness  of  his  knowledge  and  con- 
viction, that  as  he  would  lay  his 
life  down  so  would  he  take  it  up 
again.  And  knowing  that  he  would 
take  it  up  again,  he  promised  that 
he  would  visit  those  sheep  which 
Avere  not  of  the  fold  he  had  known 
prior  to  his  crucifixion  and  there 
would  be  one  fold  and  one  shep- 
herd. 

His  Promises  are  Fulfilled 

We  here  tonight  are  witnesses 
that  Christ  did  fulfil  his  promise 
that  he  would  visit  those  other 
sheep,  that  they  would  hear  his 
voice,  and  that  there  would  be  one 
fold  and  one  shepherd.  It  was  said 
of  Joseph,  the  son  of  Jacob,  that  he 
was  a  fruitful  bough— a  fruitful 
bough  by  the  well  whose  branches 
would  extend  over  the  wall  even  be- 
yond the  everlasting  hills.  So  that 
when  Christ  spoke  of  other  sheep 
jhe  meant  not  only  those  who  were 
'on  this  the  American  continent,  but 
those  who  would  one  day  be  found 
Ibeyond  the  everlasting  hills— even 
upon  the  isles  of  the  sea. 

And  so,  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Church,  in  this  dispensation,  Joseph 
Smith,  knowing  that  the  other  sheep 
=of  which  Christ  spoke  were  not  only 


on  this  continent,  but  were  also 
upon  the  isles  of  the  sea,  and  were 
of  the  seed  of  Joseph,  sent  mission- 
aries, in  the  year  1842,  to  those 
islands.  They  also  were  to  hear  the 
voice  of  the  shepherd  and  be 
brought  into  the  fold  with  their 
relatives  on  the  American  continent. 
There  are  many  students  of  Poly- 
nesia who  claim  that  these  islanders 
did  not  come  from  America  but 
from  countries  to  the  west,  that 
they  are  not  of  the  same  blood  as 
the  native  Americans. 


"\17E  are  of  this  fold— all  of  us— 
of  which  Christ  spoke. 


As  a  young  lad  doing  missionary 
work  down  in  New  Zealand,  I  re- 
member asking  an  elderly  native, 
an  ©Id  native  sage,  the  question, 
"Where  did  your  ancestors  come 
from?"  And  he  said,  ( translation ) 
"We  came  from  the  place  where  the 
sweet  potato  grows  wild— grows 
without  planting."  Now  there  is 
only  one  place  in  the  world  where 
the  sweet  potato  grows  wild,  and 
that  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Central 
America  and  the  northern  part  of 
South  America.  Therefore,  this  par- 
ticular food  of  the  Polynesian  Is- 
landers was  brought  from  the  Amer- 
ican continent,  and  not  from  the 
west.  Those  of  us  who  have  read 
the  book  "Kon  Tiki"  and  have  seen 
the  film,  have  learned  therefrom  that 
there  is  abundant  evidence  that 
these  people  came  from  the  Ameri- 
can continent. 

Among  the  first  missionaries  who 
went  to  the  islands  of  the  sea  there 
was  one  woman— I  suppose  the  first 
lady  missionary  in  the  Church, 
Louisa  Barnes  Pratt— who  went 
down  to  Tahiti  to  join  her  husband 
who  had  been  there  for  some  time. 
She  learned  the  language  and  taught 
the    people    of    Tahiti    the    gospel 


along  with  her  husband  and  other 
missionaries.  And  from  that  mis- 
sion there  extended  into  the  other 
islands  of  the  Pacific  the  missionary 
work  of  the  Church. 

We  are  of  This  Fold 

May  I  say  to  you  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  Sunday  School  activity 
of  the  Church,  that  very  often,  if 
not  always,  in  the  organization  of 
the  Church  among  these  other  sheep 
in  the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  the 
Sunday  School  organization  pre- 
cedes the  organization  of  a  branch. 
It  is  the  first  of  the  organizations 
of  the  Church  among  those  people, 
starting  generally  with  a  home  Sun- 
day School. 

Now,  my  brothers  and  sisters,  we 
are  of  this  fold— all  of  us— of  which 
Christ  spoke— one  fold,  one  shep- 
herd—and that  this  fold  was  to  hear 
his  voice,  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd. 
And  may  I  suggest  tonight  to  you 
who  work  in  the  Sunday  School; 
that  maybe  we  are  taking  a  little 
liberty  with  this  voice  of  the  Shep- 
herd, and  we  may  be  injecting  into 
our  Sunday  School  lessons,  into  our 
Sunday  School  activities,  ideas 
which  are  not  in  harmony  with  the 
voice  of  the  Shepherd.  Our  greatest 
responsibility  is  to  see  that  the  voice 
of  that  Shepherd— one  Shepherd  for 
one  fold— shall  be  heard  by  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Sunday  School  from  the 
youngest  to  the  oldest. 

I  am  reminded  of  what  Paul  said 
in  his  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
"But  take  heed  lest  by  any  means 
this  liberty  of  yours  become  a  stum- 
bling block  to  them  that  are  weak." 

They  are  Susceptible 

We  must  be  very  careful  in  the 
discussion  of  our  Sunday  School  les- 
sons and  in  teaching  the  gospel  to 
the  young  people— to  the  children— 
because  they  are  like  clay  in  the 
hands  of  the  potter.    They  are  sus- 

' Address  delivered  at  Sunday  School  confer- 
ence, October,  1951. 
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ceptible  to  the  teachings  of  their 
Sunday  School  instructors.  And 
sometimes  they  may  misinterpret 
what  is  being  taught,  because  the 
teacher  may  be  taking  hberty  with 
the  word  of  God.  Take  heed,  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  lest  this  liberty  of 
yours  become  a  stumbHng  block 
to  them  that  are  weak.  Some- 
times the  Sunday  School  teacher 
may  think  that  he  or  she  can  play 
a  game  of  cards,  have  a  little  high- 
ball or  take  a  cigarette,  with  the 
idea  that  these  are  just  little  things, 
that  no  harm  will  result.  The  teach- 
er may  be  strong  enough  not  to  ac- 
quire a  habit  by  an  occasional  in- 
dulgence, but  can  he  or  she  say  that 
this  liberty  will  not  become  a  stum- 
bling block  to  them  that  are  weak. 
Take  heed  lest  this  liberty  of  yours 
be  a  stumbling  block  to  the  children 
in  your  Sunday  School  class.  If  this 
voice  of  the  Shepherd  is  to  be  heard 
by  the  members  of  the  Sunday 
School  classes,  then  it  must  be  at- 
tended by  the  example  which  you 
set.  Without  your  example,  the  mes- 
sage will  not  ring  true. 

/  Know  My  Sheep 

There  are  many  of  the  Sunday 
School  fold  who  are  not  in  the  fold. 
They  are  the  ones  we  should  be  con- 
cerned about.  They  are  of  us,  but 
they  are  not  with  us.  There  are 
many  of  the  fold  who  should  be  in 
Sunday  School  on  Sunday,  but  they 
are  not  there.  A  good  shepherd 
looks  out  for  his  sheep.  A  good 
shepherd  looks  for  the  lost  sheep, 
else  it  will  wander  away  until  it  is 
lost  beyond  recovery.  We  are  all 
shepherds,  brothers  and  sisters,  we 
who  work  in  the  Sunday  School,  we 
are  the  shepherds  of  the  fold.  The 
Sunday  School  is  the  place  where 
the  fold  is  gathered  to  be  fed;  and 
when  we  see,  as  we  look  over  the 
faces  in  our  classes,  that  a  certain 
sheep  or  a  certain  lamb  is  not  pres- 
ent, then  it  should  be  our  first  re- 
sponsibility to  go  in  search  of  the 
missing  one  and  bring  it  back  into 
the  fold  to  which  it  belongs. 

Yours  is  a  great  responsibility 
during  these  days  in  which  we  now 


live.  Yours  is  the  responsibility  to 
assist  the  parents  in  directing  their 
children  along  the  paths  of  right- 
eousness, and  in  the  way  where  they 
will  hear  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd. 
God  intends  that  his  sheep  and  his 
lambs  shall  be  fed,  and  it  is  our 
great  privilege  and  responsibility  to 
feed  them  the  bread  of  life  which 
comes  to  us  from  the  Shepherd. 

I  Will  Send  the  Comforter 

You  will  recall  that  when  the  dis- 
ciples were  with  the  Master,  and  as 
he  was  about  to  leave  them,  know- 
ing them  to  be  human,  knowing 
them  to  have  their  faults  and  their 
failings,  knowing  that  he  was  leav- 
ing them  to  be  the  shepherds  of  the 
fold,  he  said  to  them,  "Tarry  ye  at 
Jerusalem      until      the      Comforter 


npAKE   heed  brothers   and  sisters, 
lest  this  liberty  of  yours  become 
a  stumbling  block  to  them  that  are 
weak. 

TF  this  voice  of  the  shepherd  is  to 
be  heard  by  the  members  of  the 
Sunday  School  classes,  then  it  must 
be  attended  by  the  example  which 
you  set. 


comes.  I  will  send  the  Comforter, 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  he  will  teach 
you  all  things."  Do  we  as  teachers 
tarry  once  in  a  while  to  get  the  im- 
press of  the  Comforter,  to  get  in- 
spiration from  the  Holy  Ghost!  That 
is  important.  We  cannot  be  shep- 
herds of  the  fold  unless  we  have  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  its  enlighten- 
ment; its  inspiration.  And  if  we 
have  that  gift,  and  if  we  tarry  occa- 
sionally to  get  it  when  we  feel  that 
we  have  lost  it,  it  will  come— and 
then  we  will  not  take  any  liberty 
which  will  be  a  stumbling  block 
to  them  that  are  weak. 

I  know,  my  brothers  and  sisters, 
that  we  are  dwelling  on  the  conti- 
nent to  which  Christ  came  to  visit 
His  other  sheep.  I  know  that  Broth- 
er Smith  who  offered  the  invocation, 


probably  the  only  native  American 
present  here  tonight,  is  of  the  other 
sheep  of  whom  Christ  spoke.  I  know 
that  my  good  friend  and  brother. 
Brother  Joe  Hapi  here,  who  will 
pronounce  the  benediction,  is  of  the 
sheep  who  extended  beyond  the 
everlasting  hills  into  the  isles  of  the 
sea. 

The  voice  has  come  to  them,  they 
have  heard  the  voice,  they  have 
come  into  the  fold.  And  I  would 
commend  to  you  the  devotion  of 
these  people  to  the  Church.  They 
will  not  listen  to  anything  that  is 
not  of  the  voice.  Theirs  is  a  simple 
faith,  and  theirs  is  a  testimony 
which  never  leaves  them.  They  may 
fall  into  evil  ways,  they  may  sin, 
but  they  never  turn  against  the 
Shepherd.  And  they  are  always 
anxiously  looking,  when  they  do 
fall  away,  for  the  Shepherd  to  return 
and  gather  them  again  into  the  fold. 

One  Fold  and  One  Shepherd 

God  grant  that  we  all  may  be  of 
one  fold,  and  that  we  may  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Shepherd,  that  we  may 
go  forth  into  the  highways  and  the 
byways  and  gather  in  those  who  are 
of  the  fold  but  not  in  it  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  I  know  that  God  lives,  I 
know  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  I 
know  that  he  is  the  Good  Shepherd. 
I  know  that  he  laid  down  his  life, 
and  that  he  took  it  up  again.  I  know 
that  he  came  to  this  continent  and 
established  his  church  here  and  that 
while  here  he  knew  that  there  were 
still  other  sheep  which  he  must  visit. 
All  of  God's  children  are  his  sheep. 
And  that  is  the  mission  of  this 
Church  and  of  all  its  organizations 
—to  reach  out  and  bring  all  of  the 
sheep  into  the  fold— that  there  may 
be  one  fold  and  one  shepherd,  and 
that  we  as  the  sheep  may  continue 
to  hear  the  voice  of  that  Shepherd 
in  all  of  its  purity  without  its  being 
tampered  with,  without  any  liberty 
being  taken  with  it,  that  we  may  not 
be  stumbling  blocks  to  them  that 
are  weak,  I  pray  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.   Amen. 

Please  refer  to  The  Instructor,  March  1952, 
page   68. 


LITTLE  WORDS 

"Yes  you  did!" 

"I  did  not!" 
Thus  the  little  quarrel  started, 
Thus  by  unkind  little  words 
Two  little  friends  were  parted. 


I  am  sorry 
"So  am  I!" 
Thus  the  little  quarrel  ended, 
Thus  by  loving  little  words 
Two  little  hearts  were  mended. 

—Benjamin  Keech 


You  can  tell  the  ideals  of  a  nation 
by  its  advertisements. 

—Norman  Douglas,  High  Points. 

Facts  do  not  cease  to  exist  be- 
cause they  are  ignored. 

—Aldous  Huxley, 


APRIL       1952 


101 


WORDS  ARE  TOOLS 


"By  Earl  J.  Glade 


TThere  are  three  highly  important 
principles  regarding  words  as  de- 
scribed by  Rudolf  Franz  Flesch  in 
The  Art  of  Readable  Writing^ 

1.  "The  more  words  in  a  sentence, 
the  harder  to  understand  the 
sentence. 

2.  "The  more  parts  to  a  word,  the 
harder  to  understand  the  word. 

3.  "On  the  other  hand,  the  more 
references  to  persons  in  con- 
versation, the  more  interesting 
the  conversation  and  the  easier 
to  understand." 

We  should,  therefore,  cultivate 
the  habit  of  brief  sentences,  simple 
and  vivid  words.  We  should  never 
try  to  impress  anyone  with  our  vo- 
cabularies. 

So  often  when  the  use  of  the  dic- 
tionary is  urged,  people  get  the  idea 
that  they  are  only  to  look  up  new 
and  dijfficult  words. 

That  alone  is  not  a  laudable  ob- 
jective. However,  we  should  be 
careful  about  the  meanings  of  the 
commonest  words.  We  should  also 
give  a  thought  to  their  pronuncia- 
tion. 

Ponder  how  listenable  and  re- 
sponse-provoking a  teacher  is  if,  in 
the  presentation  of  her  theme,  she 
makes  every  word  count.  Her  nouns 
and  verbs  fairly  sparkle.  She  doesn't 
over-work  any  special  word.  Her 
descriptions  are  accurate. 

For  instance,  she  doesn't  make  the 
word  "laugh"  cover  a  multitude  of 
meanings.  It  may  be  a  snicker,  a 
giggle,  a  titter,  a  chuckle,  a  chortle, 
a  snort,  a  guffaw,  or  a  roar.  She 
calls  things  by  their  right  names. 

So,  then,  speak  easily  and  natur- 
ally. Do  not  speak  too  precisely.  It 
is  offensive.  If  a  short  word  will  do, 
use  it.  Big  words  often  belittle  the 
message. 

*Used  by  permission  of  Ordway  Tead  Harper 
and  Brothers, 


Teachers  should  build  their  inven- 
tories of  short  verbs.  Action  words 
make  sentences  live! 

Think  of  the  coloring  of  such 
words  as  crow,  yelp,  roar,  neigh, 
bark,  whinney,  mew,  cuckoo.  Or 
such    others    as:    sob,    sigh,    moan, 
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wail,  groan,  cough.  Or  these:  splash, 
whack,  snap,  ring,  hiss,  murmur. 

It  was  Chesterton  who  once  said: 
"Every  word  we  use  comes  to  us 
as  colored  from  all  its  adventures  in 
history." 

Words  are  among  the  most  im- 
portant tools  of  men.  We  should  be 
thoughtful  in  the  use  of  these  word- 
tools.  We  should  not  soil  words  for 
things  that  are  pure,  noble  and  div- 
ine by  giving  them  vulgar  or  pro- 
fane uses.  Profanity  is  evil.  We 
should  not  use  superlatives  for  com- 
monplace  things.     Jesus   said:    "By 


thy  words  thou  shalt  be  justified; 
And  by  thy  words  thou  shalt  be  con- 
dernnedr -Matthew  12 :  37. 

Ben  Johnson  once  said:  "Lan- 
guage shows  a  man;  speak  that  I 
may  see  thee!" 

One  man  asked,  "What  doth  it 
profit  any  man  to  know  25,000  words 
and  not  be  able  to  say  'No'?" 

Following  are  twelve  one  syllable 
words.  Observe  the  story  they  tell: 
"It  is  not  how  old  are  you,  but  how 
are  you  old?" 

We  should  not  be  reluctant  about 
consulting  a  dictionary,  if  we  are  un- 
certain about  a  word.  There  is  no 
such  word  as  "irregardless"  and  yet 
it  is  frequently  heard.  "Regardless" 
is  the  right  word.  The  dictionary 
will  tell  that  in  a  minute. 

Nicholas  Murray  Butler  once  said: 
"The  traits  and  characteristics  of 
an  educated  man  are  first  observed 
in  the  correctness  and  precision  in 
the  use  of  the  mother  tongue." 

Think  of  the  impression  one  leaves 
by  using  such  outbursts  as,  "You 
said  it!"  "You're  telling  me,"  or 
"Oh  yeah!"  Or  ff  you  explain  your 
idea  with  "See?"  after  every  sen- 
tence. 

Alert  Sunday  School  teachers 
know  the  healing  gfft  of  a  friendly 
word. 

I  don't  know  of  any  one  who  has 
expressed  this  wonder  of  words  as 
well  as  Anna  H.  Branch. 

"God  wove  a  web  of  loveliness 
Of  clouds,  and  stars  and  birds. 
But  made  not  anything  at  all 
So  beautiful  as  words. 

"They  shine  around  our  simple  earth 
With  golden  shaddowings, 
And  every  common  thing  they  touch 
Is  exquisite  with  wings. 

"There's  nothing  poor  and  nothing 

small. 
But  is  made  fair  with  them. 
They  are  the  hands  of  living  faith 
That  touch  the  garment's  hem." 
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LATTER-DAY  LEADERS 

WHOSE   WORDS   LIVE 


^y  (Preston  Nihky 


Tf  you  would  have  your  words  live, 

you  must  speak  the  truth,  and 
you  must  give  hope  and  encourage- 
ment to  struggling  mankind. 

The  words  of  the  Savior,  as  re- 
corded in  the  New  Testament,  will 
live  forever.  Why?  Because  every 
sentence  he  uttered  contains  a  truth 
and  the  purport  of  all  his  teachings 
was  to  give  light  and  hope  to  his 
fellow-creatures  who  struggled  in 
darkness. 

In  our  modern  world,  the  Lord 
has  sent  us  a  great  Prophet  whose 
words  will  live  throughout  the  ages— 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  He  gave 
us  so  many  eternal  truths  that  it 
would  be  impossible  in  this  brief 
article  to  enumerate  them.  But, 
here  are  two  or  three  examples. 

The  story  of  the  First  Vision,  as 
related  by  the  Prophet,  wherein  he 
reveals  the  personalities  of  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  will,  I  believe, 
live  forever,  for  no  more  important 
information  could  have  been  con- 
veyed to  mankind.  In  simple  lan- 
guage he  testified  that  he  had  seen 
the  Heavenly  Beings;  that,  in  form 
and  appearance,  they  were  men  and 
that  he  had  conversed  with  them. 
That  vision  restored  God  to  the 
world,  and  gave  us  a  clear  picture 
of  the  Being  we  worship  and  to 
whom  we  pray.  The  importance 
of  the  First  Vision  has  scarcely  been 
realized,  but  here  is  what  President 
Joseph  F.  Smith  said  about  the 
sacred  event. 

"The  greatest  event  that  has  ever 
occurred  in  the  world,  since  the 
resurrection  of  the  Son  of  God  from 
the  tomb  and  his  ascension  on  high, 
was  the  coming  of  the  Father  and 
the  Son  to  that  boy  Joseph  Smith, 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  laying 
of  the  foundation  of  His  Kingdom— 
not  the  kingdom  of  man— nevermore 
to  cease  or  be  overturned."— /owmaZ 
History,  July  8,  1917. 

Joseph  Smith  uttered  words  that 
will  live  when  he  told  us  that 
happiness  is  the  object  and  design  of 


our  existence,  ^nd  that  it  must  be 
obtained  through  righteous  living. 
That  is  a  great  truth  which  we  must 
forever  bear  in  mind.  Here  are  the 
Prophet's  words: 

"Happiness  is  the  object  and  de- 
sign of  our  existence,  and  will  be  the 
end  thereof,  if  we  piursue  the  path 
that  leads  to  it;  and  this  path  is 
virtue,  uprightness,  faithfulness,  holi- 
ness and  keeping  all  the  command- 
ments of  Qodi."— Journal  History, 
August  27,  1842. 


PRESTON  NIBLEY 

FEW  men  living  today  have  ab- 
sorbed and  dispensed  as  much 
Church  history  as  has  Preston  Nib- 
ley.  His  books  and  compilations 
are  in  thousands  of  Latter-day  Saint 
homes,   and  his  pen  remains  busy. 

Preston  Nibley  also  helps  scores 
of  others  probing  into  the  records 
at  the  Church  Historian's  Library  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  He  not  only  shows 
them  where  to  find  the  facts,  but 
he  often  tosses  in  an  interesting  first- 
hand anecdote  to  make  the  task 
easier. 

Born  in  Logan,  Utah,  Elder 
Nibley  served  on  the  Cache  Stake 
Sunday  School  board  there,  and 
later  was  a  member  of  the 
Y.M.M.LA.  general  board.  He  has 
also  served  as  president  of  the 
Northwestern  States  Mission  of  the 
Church. 


When  Joseph  Smith,  confined  in 
Liberty  Jail,  in  March  1839,  wrote 
a  paragraph  in  a  letter  he  was  send- 
ing to  his  brethren  explaining  the 
governing  principle  of  the  priest- 
hood, he  wrote  immortal  words  that 
will  live  through  centuries  to  come: 

"No  power  or  influence  can  or 
ought  to  be  maintained  by  virtue 
of  the  Priesthood,  only  by  persua- 
sion, by  long-suffering,  by  gentle- 
ness and  meekness  and  by  love  un- 
feigned; by  kindness  and  pure 
knowledge,  which  shall  greatly 
enlarge  the  soul,  without  hypocrisy, 
and    without    guile,    reproving    be- 


times with  sharpness  when  moved 
upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost  and  then 
showing  forth  afterwards  an  in- 
crease of  love  towards  him  whom 
thou  hast  reproved,  lest  he  esteem 
thee  to  be  his  enevay."— Journal 
History,  March  25,  1839. 

President  Brigham  Young  uttered 
immortal  words  on  August  8,  1844, 
the  day  on  which  he  and  the  Twelve 
were  sustained  as  leaders  of  the 
Church: 

"I  have  spared  no  pains  to  learn 
my  lessons  of  the  Kingdom  in  this 
world,  and  in  the  eternal  worlds, 
and  if  it  were  not  so  I  could  go 
and  live  in  peace,  but  for  the  Gospel 
and  your  sakes  I  shall  stand  in  my 
place.  .  .  .  Brother  Joseph,  the 
Prophet,  has  laid  the  foundation  for 
a  great  work,  and  we  will  buHd 
upon  it.  .  .  .  There  is  an  almighty 
foundation  laid,  and  we  can  build 
a  Kingdom  such  as  there  never  was 
in  this  world." 

And  again  in  July  1847,  when  he 
viewed  for  the  first  time,  from  the 
summit  of  Big  Mountain,  a  portion 
of  Salt  Lake  Valley,  he  spoke  words 
that  will  live: 

"I  ascended  and  crossed  over  Big 
Mountain;  when  on  its  summit  I 
directed  Elder  Woodruff,  who  had 
so  kindly  tendered  me  the  use  of 
his  carriage,  to  turn  the  same  half 
way  round,  so  that  I  could  view  a 
portion  of  Salt  Lake  Valley.  The 
spirit  of  light  rested  upon  me  and 
moved  over  the  valley  and  I  felt 
that  there  the  Saints  would  find  pro- 
tection and  safety."— /owrnaZ  History, 
July  23,  1847. 

President  Lorenzo  Snow  wrote 
immortal  words  when,  in  1840,  he 
composed  the  little  couplet: 

"As  man  now  is,  God  once  was. 
As  God  now  is,  man  may  become." 

Lorenzo  Snow's  gifted  sister  im- 
( Concluded  on  page  106. ) 
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THE  MAGIC  OF  WORDS 


^y  Bryant  S.  Hinckley 


"God  wove  a  web  of  loveliness, 
of  clouds,  stars  and  birds,  but  made 
not  anything  at  all  so  beautiful  as 
words."— Anna  Hempstead  Branch 

TRIPLING  tells  of  an  ancient  leg- 
end  to  this  efiFect:  A  man  did  a 
notable  deed  and  he  wanted  to  ex- 
plain it  to  his  tribe.  He  stood  up,  he 
lacked  words,  he  hesitated  and  sat 
down.  Then  there  arose  one  with 
the  necessary  words— magic  words. 
He  described  the  merits  of  this  not- 
able deed  in  such  a  fashion  that  the 
very  words  "became  alive  and 
walked  up  and  down  in  the  hearts 
of  those  who  listened."  The  tribe 
feared  that  he  would  hand  down 
untrue  tales  to  their  children,  so 
they  killed  him.  But  later  they  dis- 
covered that  the  magic  was  in  the 
words  and  not  in  the  man. 

Across  three  score  years  comes  a 
bright  recollection  of  a  teacher,  long 
since  gone  to  his  reward,  who  wrote 
on  the  blackboard  these  words: 
"Get  at  it,  stick  to  it,  finish  it."  These 
eight  short,  simple,  unimaginative 
little  words,  when  put  together,  con- 
stitute a  slogan  that  a  philosopher 
might  well  be  proud  of,  and  those 
who  follow  their  mandate  will 
achieve.  Let  us  consider  what  they 
say: 

(1)  "Get  at  it."  This  means  to 
clear  the  deck  for  action,  banishing 
doubt,  procrastination,  hesitation, 
and  fear.    All   of  these   are  man's 


enemies.  Procrastination  is  among 
the  commonest  of  human  weakness- 
es. To  put  oflF  until  tomorrow  what 
should  be  done  today  is  to  pursue 
the  path  of  least  resistance.  To 
hesitate  is  to  fail.  "On  the  plains 
of  hesitation  bleach  the  bones  of 
countless  men,  who,  at  the  dawn 
of  victory  sat  down  to  rest,  and 
resting  died." 


BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY 

BRYANT  S  Hinckley's  mastery  of 
words  has  long  been  recognized 
in  the  Church.  He  has  written 
several  books,  the  latest  being  the 
hf e  of  •  President  Heber  J.  Grant. 
Many  are  the  Sunday  School  lessons 
he  has  authored,  and  his  voice  has 
been  heard  over  Columbia  Broad- 
casting System's  "Church  of  the 
Air." 

For  'years  Elder  Hinckley  has 
written  inspirational  articles  and 
biographies  for  Church  and  western 
periodicals.  This  remarkable  man, 
now  well  into  the  eighties,  has  for 
decades  been  a  popular  speaker,  and 
he  has  presided  over  both  a  mission 
and  a  stake  of  the  Church. 

Bryant  S.  Hinckley  has  devoted 
years  to  Sunday  School  class  teach- 
ing,, and  he  has  been  an  instructor 
at  both  Brigham  Young  and  L.  D.  S. 
universities. 

The  author  of  this  article  grew  up 
in  historic  Cove  Fort  in  central  Utah, 
and  has  always  kept  his  feet  firmly 
on  the  ground,  while  his  thoughts 
and  words  reached  high  toward  the 
heavens. 


(Drawings  by  A.  H.  Lewis.) 


( 2 )  "Stick  to  it"  when  once  a  task 
is  begun.  Stick-to-it-iveness  discov- 
ered America,  conquered  the  air, 
the  sea,  and  the  land.  It  gave  to  the 
world  its  great  discoveries  and  in- 
ventions, its  masterpieces  of  art  and 
literature,  the  deeds  of  valor  that 
have  glorified  and  immortalized 
man.  If  you  stick  to  it,  you  will 
arrive. 

(3)  "Finish  it."  It  requires  great 
fortitude  to  go  to  the  finish,  to  fight 
to  the  end  of  the  day,  to  carry  the 


last  rampart.  Don't  die  on  third. 
Only  those  who  cross  the  home  plate 
ever  score.  Among  the  last  words 
that  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  cruci- 
fied Redeemer  were,  "It  is  finished." 
The  Savior  of  the  World  had  a  hard 
finish  to  face.  If  He  had  failed  to 
finish,  His  glorious  life  might  have 
been  in  vain. 

In  this  slogan  there  are  no  wasted 
words.  The  lesson  is  remembered 
because  of  that  fact. 

Words  are  the  vehicle  of  thought. 
They  preserve  and  carry  the  mental 
treasures  of  one  generation  to 
another.  They  are  essential  tools  in 
all  effective  teaching.  Really  great 
teaching  has  its  seat  in  the  depths 
of  the  soul.  Its  purpose  is  to  arouse 
interest  and  kindle  enthusiasm. 
Nothing  is  more  helpful  in  this 
kindling  process  than  the  use  of 
graphic  and  descriptive  words.  Jesus 
was  the  Master  teacher  of  the  world. 
Referring  to  the  magic  of  His 
words,  Cannon  Farrar  said:  "... 
How  exquisite  and  freshly  sim- 
ple is  the  actual  language  of 
Christ  compared  with  all  other 
teachings  that  have  ever  gained  the 
ear  of  the  world.  There  is  no  science 
in  it,  no  art,  no  pomp  of  demonstra- 
tion, no  carefulness  of  toil,  no  trick 
of  rhetoricians,  no  wisdom  of 
schools.  Straight  as  an  arrow  to  the 
mark,  His  precepts  pierce  the  very 
depth  of  the  soul  and  spirit.  All 
is  short,  clear,  precise,  full  of  holi- 
ness, full  of  common  images  of 
daily  lives." 

—Life  of  Christ,  page  143. 

"What  poet  has  joined  imagina- 
tion to  reason  in  forms  so  perfect, 
with  effects  so  simple,  so  powerful, 
so  beautiful,  to  ends  so  exalted,  as 
Jesus,  in  the  parables  which  he 
taught?"— Sfwdy  of  Greatness  in 
Men,  page  19. 

A  house  empty  of  children  and 
friends  is  as  useless  and  lonely  as 
a  railroad  on  an  abandoned  line. 

—Amy  Bradley. 
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THE  "MORNING"  CHURCH 


^y  Commissioner  Elbert  D.  Thomas 


T^ODAY,  while  I  was  driving  back 
from  headquarters  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Pacific  Feet 
at  Pearl  Harbor,  I  passed  a  church 
which  I  assumed  was  a  Mormon 
Chapel.  I  asked  a  boy  who  was 
standing  in  front  of  the  church, 
"What  church  is  this?"  He  replied, 
"The  Morning  Church."  "Morning" 
and  "Mormon"  sound  alike,  so  I 
said,  "You  mean  the  Mormon 
Church?"  "No  sir,"  he  replied,  "the 
Morning  Church."  Wondering  if  he 
might  be  a  Mormon  child  who  was 
confused  about  the  name,  I  asked 
him  if  he  went  to  Sunday  School.  He 
replied,  "No." 

On  second  glance,  I  knew  the 
building  was  a  Mormon  meeting 
house.  The  "Morning  Church," 
though,  was  not  offensive.  I  liked  it, 
for  I  remembered  that  our  neighbors 
in  Japan  called  our  little  church  the 
"American  Church"  because  we  were 
Americans,  When  our  baby  was  bom 
and  we  gave  her  a  Japanese  name, 
they  called  it  "Chiyo's  Church."  No 
one  can  blame  the  boy  in  Honolulu 
for  saying  "Morning  Church."  Nor 
could  anyone  blame  our  Japanese 
neighbors  for  saying  "Chiyo's 
Church,"  because  the  word  "Mor- 
mon" is  without  meaning  in  the 
minds  of  children  who  do  not  know 
us,  and  "Batsu  Jitsu  Seito  lesu  Christo 
Kyokawai"  is  as  hard  for  the  Japa- 
nese, because  every  word  is  as  unfa- 
miliar to  them  as  these  Japanese 
words  are  to  us.  Latter-day  Saint 
seems  easy  to  us,  but  it  has  no  mean- 
ing for  one  who  does  not  know  Chris- 
tian history. 

Since  the  gospel  was  restored  to 
the  earth,  many  of  our  people  have 
thought  of  our  church  as  the  "Morn- 
ing Church"  even  if  they  have  never 
spoken  of  it  as  such.  The  mere  turn- 
ing to  our  hymns  shows  us  how  the 
idea  of  "Morning"  fits  into  so  many 
of  them.  "The  Morning  Breaks"— the 


"Dawning  of  a  Brighter  Day,"  the 
"Rosy  Light  of  Morning,"  the  "Happy 
Day  Has  Rolled  On,"  and  there  are 
others.  Then  there  are  common  ex- 
pressions connected  with  the  restora- 
tion of  the  gospel,  such  as  the  "begin- 
ning of  the  last  days."  the  "ushering 
in  of  a  new  dispensation."  Joseph 
Smith's  First  Vision  gave  promise  of 
morning  and  the  beginning  of  a  new 
day  with  all  the  responsibilities  and 
tribulations  that  have  followed  in  its 
wake.  Morning  is  more  than  a  prom- 
ise of  another  day.  It  marks  a  begin- 
ning which  may  bring  sorrow  or  hap- 
piness. Since  the  morning  of  Joseph 
Smith's  First  Vision  our  people  have 
faced  tribulations  and  trials  as  well 
as  joys.  All  beginnings  are  hazardous. 
Long  before  the  "lovely  morning"  of 
the  first  vision,  St.  Paul  in  his  letter 
to  the  Romans  told  how  tribulation 
may  contribute  to  a  true  Christian 
life,  for  he  said— "tribulation  worketh 
patience;  and  patience,  experience; 
and  experience,  hope."  Hope  that  is 


based  upon  patience  and  experience 
produces  faith.  The  "Morning 
Church"  idea  put  faith  into  the  lives 
of  our  fathers  and  mothers  who 
worked  their  way  through  trial  and 
tribulation  during  the  "Morning"  of 
our  Church  in  order  that  the  "After- 
noon" might  be  easier  for  their  chil- 
dren. Paul's  teachings  and  Latter-day 
Saint  experiences  help  us  to  meet  the 
trials  and  tribulations  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  for  we  have  hope  of  a  bet- 
ter day. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson  was  a 
friend  of  many  of  our  missionaries 
who  labored  in  the  Pacific.  The 
missionaries,  especially  in  Samoa,  a 
couple  of  generations  ago,  knew  him 
well.  Since  Stevenson's  writings  re- 
flect a  practical  religion  which  all 
Mormons  respect,  it  is  in  keeping 
with  our  thoughts  for  me  to  repeat 
one  of  his  morning  prayers  to  end  this 
little  talk: 

"When  day  returns  call  us  up  with 

morning  faces. 
And  with  morning  hearts,  eager  to 

labor, 
Happy,   if  happiness   is   to  be  our 

portion. 
And,  if  the  day  be  marked  for  sorrow. 

Strong  to  endure  it." 

I  ask  that  each  day's  experience 
may  contribute  to  a  religious  life, 
whether  it  be  morning,  noon,  or 
night,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Amen. 


Few  men  have  traveled  more  widely  than 
Commissioner  Thomas.  This  has  given  him  won- 
derful opportunities  of  contacting  Latter-day 
Saints  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  In  aU  of  his 
travels  he  has  never  lost  touch  with  our  people. 
Elder  Thomas  is  now  High  Commissioner,  Trust 
Territory  of  the  PaciSc  Islands,  formerly  United 
States  Senator  from  the  State  of  Utah.  Commis- 
sioner Thomas  has  been  a  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union. 
Elder  Thomas  has  held  many  Church  positions 
including  President  of  the  Japanese  Mission  and 
has  been  responsible  for  translating  several 
pamphlets  and  important  parts  of  the  standard 
works  of  the  Church  in  the  Japanese  language. 
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j[f  there  is  anythmg  virtuous,  lovely 
or  of  good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we 
seek  after  these  things.'' 


VIEWS  OF  THE  NEWS 


ONE  THOUSAND  BY  DOING 


'Sv  Clarence  S.  Barker 


TEACHERS  ARE  TRAINED 

in  University  Stake 

^*T  believe  everyone  can  teach!" 

So  says  Sister  Lucy  Gertsch,  who 
has  conducted  four  teacher  trainer 
courses  in  University  Stake. 

But  Sister  Gertsch  has  a  concept 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  lecture 
method  so  popular  at  one  time. 

The  ratio  of  learning,  she  says,  is: 
One  by  hearing,  ten  by  seeing,  and 
one  thousand  by  doing. 

The  secret  of  effective  teaching, 
therefore,  is  by  getting  the  student  to 
do  something  for  himself. 

"At  the  first  session  of  any  of  my 
classes,"  she  related,  "I  always  cir- 
culate questionaires  to  determine  the 
interests,  hobbies,  and  capabilities 
of  the  students. 

"These  I  try  to  utilize  in  future 
sessions.  Developing  talents  helps 
both  the  class  as  a  whole  and  the 
students  as  individuals.  Many  testi- 
monies have  been  gained  through 
activity. 

"If  students  hear  something,  they*- 
don't  remember  it,  but  if  they  work 
out  a  project,  they  do  remember  it," 
she  says. 


As  an  example,  Sister  Gertsch  had 
one  student,  Bert  Thorpe,  work  out 
a  diagram  from  the  twelfth  chapter 
of  I  Corinthinas,  comparing  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Church  to  the  parts 
of  the  human  body.  He  remembers 
that  passage  now,  and  its  lesson. 

Another  student,  interested  in  art, 
prepared  small  charts  for  use  on  a 
flannel  board. 

In  her  courses.  Sister  Gertsch  uses 
fourteen  types  of  visual  aids  and 
twelve  different  games.  She  prefers 
black  flannel  boards  with  charts  on 
two-inch  strips  of  white  paper  with 
sandpaper  backing. 

In  a  study  and  evaluation  of  the 
life  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
she  assigned  each  student  a  par- 
ticular phase.  Noel  Howell  drew  a 
beautiful  cover  showing  a  likeness  of 
the  Prophet  and  two  scenes  from  his 
life. 

Yvonne  Wiser  tabulated  the  visions 
of  the  Prophet,  Venna  Harrison  listed 
new  ideas  he  advanced;  Donna 
Olsen,  his  political  experiences; 
Maurine  Nelson,  his  accomplish- 
ments; June  Palmer,  the  martyrdom; 
and  other  students,  statements  and 
sayings  of  the  Prophet. 

"Not  only  did  they  make  an  ex- 
cellent scrapbook,  but  those  students 
will  remember  details  of  the  life  of 
the  Prophet,"  Sister  Gertsch  reports. 

Whfle  studying  Palestine  she  had 
class  members  bring  foods  and  cloth- 
ing used  in  that  land.  Class  members 
dressed  one  of  their  members  in  a 
costume  of  the  Holy  Land  and  all 
partook  of  foods  such  as  were  eaten 
there. 


The  miracles  of  Jesus  were  not 
only  told,  but  illustrated  on  the 
flannel  board. 

To  avoid  too  frequent  recitation  by 
more  forward  members  of  the  class, 
Sister  Gertsch  has  a  series  of  ques- 
tions written  on  white,  red,  and  blue 
paper. 

A  class  member  is  asked  to  step  for- 
ward and  take  a  question  on  white 
paper.  If  he  answers  his  successfully, 
he  is  invited  to  take  a  harder  ques- 
tion, on  red  paper,  and  finally,  a 
still  harder  question,  on  blue  paper. 

The  forty-five  minutes  devoted  to 
Sunday  School  lesson  work  is  an 
extremely  important  time  for  future 
leaders  of  the  Church,  Sister  Gertsch 
asserts.  Not  a  second  should  be  wast- 
ed, she  enjoins. 

"But  just  to  tickle  their  ears,  so 
they  say  afterwards,  It  was  a  very 
interesting  lesson'  is  not  enough," 
she  says.  "If  they  see,  participate  in, 
and  do  something  to  experience 
what  was  in  the  lesson,  they  will 
never  forget  it." 

F.  Wayne  Roskelley  is  the  Stake 
Sunday  School  superintendent. 


LATTER-DAY    LEADERS 
WHOSE  WORDS  LIVE 

(Concluded  from  page  103. ) 

mortalized  her  name  and  wrote 
words  that  will  live  forever,  when 
she  composed  the  beautiful  hymn, 
"O  my  Father,  Thou  that  dwellest 
in   that   high  and   glorious    place." 


<<pOR  one  word  a  man  is  often  deemed  to  be  wise,  and  for  one  word  he  is 
often  deemed  to  be  foolish.  We  should  be  careful  indeed  what  we  say," 

—Confucius,  Analetects 
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MARLA  K.  SEATON  AT  THE  "MIKE" 
She  can  be  heard 

Dlessings  on  all  TAons  children 

May  their  little  feet  ne'er  stray 
From  the  path  of  truth  and  virtue; 
Keep  them  in  the  narrow  way. 

Guide  them  with  His  Holy  Spirit, 
Shield    them     with     His    gracious 

power; 
Then  if  evil  should  assail  them. 
They  can  stand  the  trying  hour. 

T'^HE  words  of  this  song  are  fore- 
most in  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  the  officers  and  teachers  of  the 
Junior  Sunday  School  of  the  Fifth 
Ward,  West  Pocatello  Stake.  The 
Junior  Sunday  School  has  an  aver- 
age of  150  children  and  15  officers 
and   teachers   in   attendance.      The 


INTEREST   IMPROVES   PARTICIPATION 

'By  Sadie  Stolworthy 

first  Sunday  of  each  month  is  set 
aside  for  a  regular  fast  meeting 
service.  Every  child  is  given  an 
opportunity  to  bear  his  testimony 
in  front  of  a  small  pulpit  equipped 
with  a  loud  speaking  system  so  that 
even  the  smallest  child  can  be  seen 
and  heard.  An  average  of  35  to  40 
testimonies  are  borne  every  fast 
Sunday.  All  two-and-one-half-min- 
ute  talks  and  the  sacrament  gem  are 
repeated  at  the  microphone.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  use  the  pulpit  and 
microphone  gets  every  Sunday,  it  is 
very  handy  when  presenting  special 
programs  for  Easter,  Mother's  Day, 
and  Christmas. 

Fifteen  small  benches  ranging  in 
height  from  10  to  14  inches  from 
the  floor  were  built  by  the  Priest- 
hood Quorums  under  the  direction 
of  second  counselor  of  the  Bishop- 
ric, Lynn  Hall.  The  benches  were 
built  to  accommodate  various  age 
groups  of  children. 

The  entire  Junior  Sunday  School 
was  recently  painted  a  light  green. 
This  work  was  done  by  the  Mel- 
chizedek  Priesthood  Quorums  under 
the  direction  of  Bishop  L.  Richard 
Sorensen.  Under  the  direction  of 
the  Junior  Sunday  School  Co- 
ordinator, Calista  Fairchild  and 
assisted  by  Sisters  Dora  Cotant  and 
Nelda  Jensen  new  faille  drapes  were 
made  and  hung  at  the  windows.  Ap- 
propriate pictures  were  hung  on  the 


CRAIG  COOPER  BEARS   TESTIMONY 
He  can  he  seen 

Four  other  children  standing  in  Une  to 
bear  testimonies,  seated  left  to  right: 
Calista  Fairchild,  Junior  Sunday  School 
Co-ordinator;  Dora  Cotant,  Assistant  Junior 
Sunday  School  Co-ordinator;  Aaronic 
Priesthood  for  Sacrament  Service. 


newly  painted  walls.  Brother  and 
Sister  Don  Smith  of  the  ward  do- 
nated a  carpet  for  the  nursery  room. 
Having  an  interest  in  children  and 
their  needs,  and  an  earnest  desire 
to  improve  the  teaching  done  in  the 
Junior  Sunday  School,  the  officers 
have  designed  and  constructed  some 
pieces  of  equipment  that  have  made 
teaching  fun  and  at  the  same  time 
more  effective.  Some  of  the  pieces 
of  equipment  are:  a  groove  board 
made  of  %  inch  plywood,  12''  x  18^', 
(14)  individual  groove  boards  3 
inches  square,  2  flannel  boards,  and 
a  well  equipped  library. 


MOULD   THE   CLAY   WHILE   MOIST 

"By  Arval  L.  Streadbeck,  Grant  Stake  Superintendent 


T^o  GET  a  Stake  Board  to  function 
effectively,  and  to  earn  and  de- 
serve the  respect  of  ward  officers 
and  teachers  has  always  been  a  diffi- 
cult thing.  Too  often  stake  boards 
are  considered  necessary  evfls  to  be 
tolerated  patiently.  When  receiv- 
ing suggestions  from  stake  board 
members,  ward  superintendents  and 
teachers  don  their  most  attractive 
armor  of  attentive  listening  and  bliss- 
fully let  the  blows  fall  where  they 
may.  Because  of  the  fact,  however, 
that  the  blows  are  too  few  and  far 
between,  little  impression  is  usually 
made,  or  ff  a  remark  is  "cutting" 
enough  to  pierce  the  armor,  the  re- 
sult is  fatal.  What  is  desired,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  that  stake  board 


members  do  not  tactlessly  cut  down 
the  "enemy"  with  one  fell  swoop  on 
each  yearly  visit,  but  through  con- 
stant and  frequent  suggestions  con- 
vert their  brothers  in  arms  to  a 
beter  way  of  thinking  and  perform- 
ing. 

One  trouble  with  stake  boards  is 
that  visits  are  usually  too  infrequent 
to  be  effective.  One  visit  to  a  teach- 
er or  Sunday  School  in  six  months 
or  a  year  is  not  enough.  In  fact, 
without  a  thorough  knowledge  of  a 
situation,  a  board  member  really  has 
no  right  to  make  suggestions;  gen- 
eral information  can  best  be  given 
in  writing  anyway. 

Although  there  are  probably 
many  good  methods  for  correcting 


this  situation,  we  would  like  to  dis- 
cribe  one  here  which  we  believe  is 
getting  results  and  is  worthy  of 
broader  application: 

The  Grant  Stake  Sunday  School 
Board  was  reorganized  in  March 
1951  according  to  Plan  II  (see 
Handbook  p.  10).  All  but  three 
of  the  former  stake  board  mem- 
bers, all  very  capable  people,  were 
released  to  jobs  in  their  wards,  which 
made  the  bishops  very  happy.  To- 
gether with  the  three  members  of 
the  stake  superintendency  and  secre- 
tary, the  three  members  were  as- 
signed to  areas  of  responsibility:  the 
superintendent  to  the  supervision  of 
executive  problems  and,  together 
{Concluded  on  page  114.) 
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PERSISTENCE  HAS  ITS  REWARD 


■Sy  Harold  Lundstrom 


ERMA  BADGER 


"D  Y  the  end  of  the  year,  humble  Mrs. 
Erma  Webb  Badger  of  Union 
Ward  of  Union  Stake  in  eastern 
Oregon  will  have  completed  a  half 
century  of  devoted  and  continuous 
service  as  a  Sunday  School  teacher. 
And  it  has  been  estimated  that  in  her 
earlier  years,  Mrs.  Badger  walked 
nearly  seven  thousand  miles  to  fill  her 
Sunday  School  assignments. 

Back  in  1902  there  were  finally 
enough  Latter-day  Saint  famihes  in 
the  little  town  of  Union  to  organize 
a  Sunday  School,  and  which  was  ef- 
fected on  January  12.  The  ward  was 
organized  a  few  weeks  later  on 
March  9. 

Miss  Erma  Webb  had  then  only 
recently  moved  from  Payson,  Utah, 
with  her  family  to  Union,  and  was 
selected  to  teach  in  that  first  Sunday 
School.  Without  a  single  release  she 
has  taught  continuously,  having 
served  under  sixteen  superintendents. 

During  this  time  she  has  taught 
approximately  850  students  who  have 
been  aged  from  eight  years  up 
through  their  teens.  These  pupils,  to 
a  child,  she  has  thoroughly  loved  and 
sought  to  understand. 

And  what  superintendent  wouldn't 
thrill  to  have  a  teacher  of  Mrs.  Bad- 
ger's abilities  in  his  Sunday  School? 
Through  the  years  her  students  have 
told  these  sixteen  superintendents: 
"She  always  makes  our  lessons  mter- 
esting,  and  she  doesn't  tell  stories 
unless  they  belong  in  the  lesson." 
"She  always  makes  the  boys  behave, 
and  that  is  something  not  every 
teacher  can  do."  "She  explains  the 
Gospel  so  that  we  can  understand  it." 
"Sister  Badger  makes  us  want  to  be 
good."  "Our  teacher,  Mrs.  Badger, 
is  always  there  and  dependable.  By 
example,  too,  she  teaches  those  quali- 
ties which  make  good  Latter-day 
Saints." 

Four  years  after  she   began  her 


Sunday  School  teaching,  Miss  Webb 
was  married  to  Ross  Badger  and 
moved  to  a  little  farm  outside  of 
Union  where  she  and  her  husband 
have  lived  since  and  reared  their 
family.  Their  daughter,  Clarice,  is 
president  of  the  Union  Ward  Relief 
Society;  their  son,  Ralph,  is  a  major 
in  the  United  States  Army,  and  is 
now  stationed  at  Fort  Benning, 
Georgia. 

In  addition  to  walking  the  seven 
thousand  miles  in  her  younger  days, 
Mrs.  Badger,  even  of  late,  has  con- 
tinued to  wade  the  snow  drifts  and 
walk  over  muddy  lanes  to  catch  a 
ride  on  the  open  highway  in  order 
that  she  could  "always  be  found 
prompdy  in  her  place"  each  Sunday 
morning  teaching  her  class. 

Only  last  December  23  she  was 
presented  a  gift  (which  was  a  com- 
plete surprise)  from  the  ward  as  a 
token  of  its  appreciation  for  her  in- 
spiration. After  the  presentation,  Mrs. 
Badger  related  how  she  had  walked 
over  a  half  mile  through  two  and 
three  feet  deep  snow  drifts  that  very 
morning  to  get  to  Sunday  School. 

During  this  past  half  century,  Mrs. 
Badger  has  also  given  legion  service 
in  many  other  Church  callings.  She 
has  been  an  active  member  and 
worker  in  Relief  Society,  beginning 
as  secretary  and  subsequently  filling 
a  number  of  offices  in  the  women's 
organization.  She  has  also  been  a 
worker  in  the  Young  Women's  MIA, 
in  the  Primary  Association,  and  in  the 
old  Religion  Classes. 

Mrs.  Badger  has  not  overlooked 
being  a  true  companion  to  her  hus- 
band and  children,  working  and 
playing  side-by-side  with  them.  A 
devoted  wife  and  mother,  she  has 
been  a  real  homemaker,  keeping  up 
her  house  work,  her  field  work,  doing 
gardening,  and  other  toil  required  on 
a  busy  farm.  Too,  she  has  found  time 


to    do   exquisite  handwork   and   to 
weave  rugs. 

When  this  coming  December  is 
over,  kindly  Mrs.  Badger  has  already 
requested  that  she  be  released  so 
that  she  can  become— and  for  the 
first  time,  mind  you— a  member  of  the 
Gospel  Doctrine  class. 


QUESTIONS  FROM  THE  FIELD 
Superintendents 

Question:  Is  it  all  right  to  have  three 
assistant  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendents in  our  ward,  with  the 
third  taking  charge  of  the  Junior 
Sunday  School? 

Answer:  The  order  of  the  Church  is 
to  have  presidencies  (or  superin- 
tendencies  insome  cases )  of  three, 
with  a  head  and  two  associates. 
That  is  how  the  First  Presidency 
is  organized;  and  the  stake  presi- 
dency and  the  ward  bishopric. 
The  same  is  true  in  the  Sunday 
School,  with  a  superintendent  and 
two  assistants.  One  member  of  the 
superintendency  should  attend  the 
Junior  Sunday  School  services 
each  Sunday. 

Sharing  the  Two-and-one-half -min- 
ute Talk  Period 

Question:  We  have  had  some  pres- 
sure in  our  Sunday  School  to  per- 
mit other  auxiliary  organizations 
to  take  some  of  the  two-and-one- 
half -minute  talk  time  for  promot- 
ing some  of  their  projects.  Should 
we  permit  this? 

Answer:  No.  There  are  a  number  of 
worthy  causes  in  the  function- 
ing of  the  Church,  and  the  Sunday 
School  should  do  what  it  can  to 
encourage  support  of  them.  How- 
ever, if  permission  is  given  one 
(Conluded  on  page  109.) 
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FROSTBITE   ELIMINATED 

^y  Clarence  S.  Barker 


T^E  problem  of  how  new  couples 
can  get  acquainted  and  gain  a 
real  insight  into  solution  of  many- 
other  problems  of  newlyweds  seems 
to  be  licked  in  the  Twelfth  Ward, 
University   Stake. 

In  January  1951,  only  about  three 
couples  were  attending  the  Family 
Relations   Class. 

By  January  1952,  attendance  at  this 
class  had  shot  up  to  sixty  and  a  YFR 
(Young  Family  Relations)  Group 
was  functioning  each  Sunday  morn- 
ing and  throughout  the  week. 

It  all  began  when  Gerald  E.  and 
Ruth  Tate,  a  young  married  couple, 
moved  into  the  ward  and  were  in- 
vited to  teach  the  Family  Relations 
Class. 

"At  first  we  had  only  six  people  in 

attendance,"    Brother    Tate    relates. 

"When  18  people  came  on  the  third 

^     Sunday,  I  asked  the  class  members 

to  remain  after  dismissal. 

"I  told  them  that  I  thought  there 
was  need  for  an  organization  of 
young  married  couples,  particularly 
so  that  they  could  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  one  another. 


"The  response  was  astonishing.  A 
couple  which  had  just  moved  in 
from  Idaho  related  that  they  had  not 
made  any  friends  in  the  ward  yet 
and  wanted  very  much  to  become 
acquainted  with  other  young  married 
couples. 

"Another  couple  told  that  they  had 
been  traveling  ninety  miles  each 
Sunday  to  go  back  to  where  they 
were  acquainted.  They  felt  that  they 
were  frozen  away  from  other  young 
couples  in  the  ward. 

As  a  result,  a  committee  drew  up 
by-laws  of  the  YFR  Group  and  the 
organization  grew  rapidly  in  activity 
and  membership. 

To  afford  more  social  contact,  an 
entertainment,  dance,  pot  luck  sup- 
per, or  party  with  games  was  to  be 
held  each  month. 

These  have  proved  popular  and 
helpful  particularly  because  of  the 
limited  budgets  of  many  of  the  young 
couples.  A  fair  proportion  of  the  class 
members  are  attending  school. 

As  another  activity,  the  group  un- 
dertook to  provide  speakers  and  com- 
plete programs  for  two  Sacrament 


Meetings  on  suggestion  of  the  Bish- 
opric, and  to  provide  musical  selec- 
tions and  other  items  for  other  pro- 
grams. 

Following  the  example  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Tate,  who  divided  the  re- 
sponsibility of  teaching  the  class  be- 
tween them,  both  husband  and  wife 
were  included  in  any  assignment. 

Officers  within  the  group  were 
handled  by  husband  and  wife  teams. 
Experience  has  proved  that  in  most 
cases  each  mate  prods  the  partner  to 
greater  activity. 

Brother  Tate,  some  months  later, 
was  made  a  member  of  the  Sunday 
School  Superintendency.  He  and 
Sister  Tate  were  succeeded  as  teacher 
of  the  Family  Relations  Class  by 
President  Merritt  L.  Poulson  of  the: 
Stake  Presidency,  and  Sister  Poul- 
son, and  later  by  Don  and  Melva 
Smith,  charter  officers  of  YFR,  who 
are  the  present  class  teachers. 

"Our  greatest  benefit,"  Brother 
Smith  says,  "is  the  increased  value 
from  class  work  generated  by  our 
organization." 


THE   TWO-AND-ONE-HALF-MINUTE   TALK 

^y  James  L.  Barker 


Tn  Sunday  School  there  is  no  finer 

form  of  participation  than  the  two- 

and-one-half-minute-talk.  Nothing  do 

we  know  so  well  as  that  which  we 


QUESTIONS  FROM  THE  FIELD 

{Concluded  from  page  108.) 

organization  to  give  a  "sales"  talk 
on  a  worthy  project  during  the 
two-and-one-half -minute  talk  time, 
the  superintendency  cannot  be 
consistent  in  declining  the  same 
privilege  to  other  organizations. 
If  this  is  done,  the  two-and-one- 
half-minute  time  could  soon  de- 
velop into  an  announcement 
forum.  All  announcements  should 
be  given  at  the  beginning  of  Sun- 
day School,  preferably  by  one 
man  only.  Announcements  should 
be  kept  as  brief  as  possible.  Let 
us  keep  the  integrity  of  the  two- 
and-one-half-minute  talk  period. 

(See    Sunday   School   Handbook, 
pp.  41-44.) 


make  our  own  and  express  to  others. 
And  nothing  prepares  so  well  for  the 
work  of  a  missionary  Church— a  ready 
supply  of  clear  thought  that  may  be 
expressed  extemporaneously  in  an 
orderly  manner. 

The  talk  should  not  be  written  by 
another  and  then  memorized  for  de- 
livery. This  is  participation  at  its 
lowest  level  and  consequently  with  a 
minimum  of  resulting  benefit. 

What  help  may  be  given? 

All  that  is  needed:  what  to  read, 
talk  over  thoughts  with  others,  ask 
questions  to  incite  to  clear  correct 
thinking,  discuss  what  is  important 
and  what  to  leave  out,  discuss  rela- 
tion of  thoughts  to  each  other— how 
they  are  connected  with  each  other 
in  time  or  in  logical  sequence,  how 
to  begin,  how  to  close.  In  the  talk 
make  no  personal  reference  and, 
least  of  all,  an  apology. 

In  preparation  for  the  delivery: 
Tell  thoughts  in  conversation  to  one 
person,  or  to  three  or  four.  Repeat 


until  the  thoughts,  their  connection 
and  order,  are  familiar. 

Make  notes  to  give  assurance,  but 
to  be  kept  in  the  pocket. 

Ask  the  Lord  for  help. 

The  boy  or  girl  is  now  ready  to^ 
tell  it  to  the  Sunday  School— ready 
to  stand  up,  to  speak  directly  to  some 
one  in  the  school,  and  then  to  an- 
other, one  or  more,  but  always  direct- 
ly, and  then  to  sit  down. 
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FAMILY  FUN  WITH  THE  BIBLE 

GUESS   THE    PROVERB 


^y  Opal  Foster  ^erry  —  Illustrated  by  Grace  Rasmussen 


^^17*ACH  of  you  draw  a  slip  o£  paper," 
I  said.  "On  it  I  have  written  a 
reference  in  Proverbs.  Look  it  up  and 
think  how  to  act  it  out." 

"That  will  be  fun,"  said  Deborah. 

"Will  you  help  me?"  asked  Charles. 

"Yes,  and  Daddy  can  help  Roger," 
I  replied. 

Each  one  took  his  Bible  to  a  dif- 
ferent part  of  the  lawn  and  soon 
there  were  moans  and  groans  and 
"How  can  I  do  this  one?"  Then, 
thoughtful  silence  punctuated  by 
giggles  and  whispers.  And  soon 
everyone  was  ready. 

"Here  are  some  new  lists,"  I  said. 
"On  them  are  the  references  for  all 
the  Proverbs  used,  plus  a  few  more." 

Proverbs,  2:21-22 
3:3 
3:5-6 
3:13 
4:14 
4:18-19 
4:24 
6:6 

6:20-22 
6:27-28 

"Deborah  can  be  first.  When  she 
has  finished  acting  hers  out,  everyone 
b^gin  looking  up  the  proverbs  on  the 
list  to  see  which  one  hers  is." 

So  Deborah  acted  hers  out  like 
this : 


Everyone  began  looking  up  the 
Proverbs  on  the  list. 

"Let's  underline  them  as  we  go," 
suggested  Daddy, 


"Then  they  will  be  easier  to  find 
again." 

"I  thought  we  weren't  supposed  to 
write  in  books,"  objected  Charles. 

"Yes,"  the  others  agreed.  "What 
about  that?" 

Daddy  explained.  "Usually  you  do 
not  write  in  books.  There  is  no  rea- 
son to  do  it.  But  the  Bible  is  a  big 
book.  You  will  read  it  all  your  lives. 
If  you  mark  now  the  interesting 
things,  they  will  be  easier  to  find 
again  when  you  want  them." 

"Yes,"  acquiesed  Alonzo.  "And  it 
would  help  us  to  get  sort  of  more 
used  to  the  Bible." 

So  everyone  looked  up  the  Parables 
and  underlined  them,  weighing  each 
in  his  mind  to  see  if  it  was  the  right 
one,  until  Alonzo  shouted,  "Yea!  I 
have  it.  It  is  Proverbs  6:6." 

"Go  to  the  ant,  thou  sluggard;  con- 
sider her  ways,  and  be  wise." 

"Now,  guess  mine,"  said  Alonzo, 
and  he  acted  three  things,  like  this: 


"Oh,  I  read  that,"  said  Daddy, 
turning  the  pages  quickly.  "It  sure 
helps  to  have  these  places  marked," 
he  said.  "Here  it  is.  Proverbs  2:21-22." 

"For  the  upright  shall  dwell  in  the 
land,  and  the  perfect  shall  remain 
in  it. 

But  the  wicked  shall  be  cut  off 
from  the  earth,  and  the  transgres- 
sors shall  be  rooted  out  of  it." 


"Is  that  all  you  are  going  to  do?" 
asked  Charles.  "It's  not  very  much." 

"It  is  all  he  needs  to  do.  I  know 
it,"  exclaimed  Deborah.  "Here  it  is. 
Proverbs  4:14." 

"Enter  not  into  the  path  of  the 
wicked,  and  go  not  in  the  way 
of  evil  men." 

"You  can  have  my  turn,  Charles," 
she  said. 

"I  have  a  lot  of  things  to  do,"  said 
Charles,  and  he  acted  out  four  ideas. 


"I  can  guess  that  one,"  I  said.  "It's 
Proverbs  6:20-22." 

"My  son,  keep  thy  father's  com- 
mandment, and  forsake  not  the  law 
of  thy  mother. 

Bind  them  continually  upon  thine 
heart,  and  tie  them  about  thy  neck. 
When  thou  goest,  it  shall  lead  thee; 
when  thou  sleepest,  it  shall  keep 
thee;  and  when  thou  awakest,  it 
shall  talk  with  thee." 


"Watch  mine,"  said  Daddy,  as  he  "Now  I'll  take  a  turn,"  I  said, 

shook  his  head  like  this:  and  tried  my  pantomime. 
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"Can  a  man  take  fire  in  his  bosom, 
and  his  clothes  not  be  burned? 
Can  one  go  upon  hot  coals,  and  his 
feet  not  be  burned? 

"Now  it  is  Roger's  turn." 


"It  is  that  one  about  getting 
burned,"  said  Daddy.  "It  is  Proverbs 
6:27-28." 


mouth,  and  perverse  lips  put  far 
from  thee." 

"Let's  do  some  more." 

"Yes,  yes,"  chorused  the  others. 


HAVE  YOU  A  BUDDY? 

JF  you'd  go  straight,  you  simply  must 
Have  some  one  you  can  truly  trust; 
Pick  out  a  buddy,  clean  and  true, 
And  tell  him  things  that  trouble  you. 

But  also  don't  forget  to  tell 
The  joys  that  come  with  you  to  dwell; 
For  just  as  trouble  leaves  when  aired, 
Our  joys  are  dolibled  when  they're 
shared. 

—Harry  D.  Andrews 


a 


"I  know,"  said  Deborah.  "It's  right 
here.  Proverbs  4:24." 

"Put  away  from  thee  a  froward 


'lyfost  Americans  heartily  applaud 
restrictions  on  the  use  of  opium 
or  morphine.  What  they  do  not  real- 
ize is  that  alcohol  is  a  narcotic  with 
basically  the  same  effect  as  these 
other  drugs." 

—Donna  Hollenburg, 
Manchester  College. 


ber  to  be  leader  beginning  in  June. 
At  this  meeting  it  was  also  agreed 
that  a  weekly  study  class  should  be 
held,  as  well  as  Relief  Society  meet- 
ings. 

Elder  George  Golding  is  now  serv- 
ing as  group  leader. 

Back  in  May  it  was  also  decided 
that  Elder  Golding  be  assigned  the 
responsibility  for  contacting  the 
other  Church  members  on  the  base 
with  the  result  that  the  little  group 
was  soon  growing.  Everyone  was 
delighted  when  a  returned  mission- 
ary was  located.  This  newcomer, 
Elder  Newell  Carter,  was  immedi- 
ately given  the  responsibility  of 
teaching  the  adult  class  in  the  Sun- 
day School. 


In  addition  to  this  Gospel  Doctrine 
class,  the  Ramey  Sunday  School  now 
boasts  three  separate  classes  for  the 
seventeen   children. 

Monthly  socials  are  also  held,  of 
course,  as  well  as  special  occasion 
events  with  perhaps  the  most  out- 
standing activity  event  being  held 
last  year  being  the  July  24th  Pioneer 
Day  celebration. 

The  little  group  with  its  busy 
schedule  of  religious  and  activity 
meetings  has  won  many  friends. 

"The  Mormon  people  are  held  in 
high  regard  here  at  Ramey,  too,  be- 
cause of  the  fine  things  our  Com- 
manding General  has  said  about 
them,"  writes  Elder  Carter. 

"Our  general  says  that  he  has  a 


THEY  MUST  BE  BETTER 
(Concluded  from  page  98.) 

lot  of  respect  for  those  people  out 
there  in  Utah.  'They  at  least  take  care 
of  their  own,  and  they  have  a  welfare 
plan  that  won't  quit.'  And  a  high- 
ranking  civilian  quotes  the  general 
as  saying  that  he  has  never  hired  a 
Mormon  yet  that  didn't  do  twice  as 
much  work  as  the  average  person. 
Once,  too,  he  told  two  other  generals, 
'These  Mormons  are  just  like  Fred 
Allen  and  his  Texaco  gasoline.  Allen 
says  all  gasolines  are  good,  but 
Texaco,  it  just  has  to  be  a  little 
better!' " 

"Our  small  group,"  notes  Elder 
Carter,  "strongly  feels  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  and  rejoices  in  the  progress 
made  thus  far  in  helping  to  build  up 
His  kingdom." 


REGARDING  WORDS 

^^n^EACH  one  another  words  of  wisdom." 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:118. 

^^JJEAVEN  and  earth  shall  pass  away  but  my  words  shall  not  pass  away. 

-Matthew   14:25 

^^lATITH  words  we  govern  men." 

—Benjamin    Disraeli,    Contarini    Fleming 
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BARABBAS 

BOOK   REVIEW 


^y  oMilton  Bennion 

"Dababbas,  a  novel  by  Par  Lagerk- 
vist,  Translated  by  Alan  Blair, 
The  Random  House,  Inc.,  1951,  180 
pages,  Price  $3.00. 

"Par  Largerkvist,  poet,  playright, 
essayist  and  prose  writer,  is  one  of 
the  most  eminent  of  Scandinavian 
authors." 

"Barabbas  is  the  story  of  a  man 
in  anguish  of  spirit  and  in  torment 
of  the  flesh,  driven  from  the  happi- 
ness of  earth  and  of  heaven  by  the 
memory  of  the  cross  he  escaped 
and  of  the  One  who  took  his  place  on 
Golgotha." 

"Americans  will  discover  in  this 
book  the  full  development  of  the 
art  of  this  Swedish  master."  (The 
publisher's  notes  on  the  paper 
cover. ) 

When  the  rulers  of  the  Jews  at 
Jerusalem  brought  Jesus  before 
Pilate,  the  Roman  Governor,  with 
the  recommendation  that  he  be 
crucified,  Pilate  reported: 

"I,  having  examined  him  before 
you,  have  found  no  fault  in  this 
man  touching  those  things  whereof 
ye  accuse  him."  —Luke  23:14. 

Pilate  recommended  that  Jesus 
be  released,  but  the  Jews  insisted 
that  he  be  crucified.  "They  cried  out 
.  .  .  release  unto  us  Barabbas." 

Barabbas  had  been  condemned  to 
death,  by  the  customary  Roman 
method,  for  sedition,  murder  and 
lesser  crimes. 

Following  his  release  he  was 
heartily  congratulated  by  his  women 
and  men  friends  of  the  underworld. 
With  them  he  indulged  freely  in 
immoral  practices. 

It  happened,  however,  that,  by 
chance,  Barabbas  had  witnessed  the 
crucifixion  of  Jesus.  In  him  he  recog- 
nized an  innocent  and  highly  spirit- 
ual person.  He  was  haunted  with  the 
thought  that  Jesus  died  in  his  stead. 
Even  while  continuing  his  custom- 
ary immoral  indulgences  he  could 
not  get  rid  of  his  feelings  of  guilt. 
He  could  not,  however,  convert  him- 
self  to   belief   in   the   God    of   the 


Hebrew  prophets  or  that  any  man 
could  be  a  Son  of  God.  The  fact 
that  Jesus  submitted  to  death  at  the 
hands  of  his  enemies  was,  to  Barab- 
bas, proof  enough  that  he  was  not 
the  Messiah,  or  the  Son  of  God.  If 
he  had  been  he  would  have  de- 
stroyed his  enemies. 

Yet,  throughout  the  story,  Barab- 
bas had  great  sympathy  for  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  persecuted  Christians 
and  often  risked  his  own  life  in 
their  defense. 

He  soon  lost  interest  in  his  form- 
er associates— criminals  and  prosti- 
tutes. They  thought  he  was  well  on 
the  way  to  insanity. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Jesus 
Barabbas  chanced  to  meet  Simon 
Peter  who  was  in  great  distress  be- 
cause he  had  thrice  denied  his  Lord 


and  Master.  Thus  developed  a  bond 
of  sympathy  between  these  two 
men.  Their  friendship  was  renewed 
in  Rome.  Barabbas  having  been 
taken  there  by  his  Roman  master 
and  given  a  great  deal  of  liberty  to 
associate  with  his  Christian  friends. 
He  searched  for  the  Christians 
hiding  in  the  catacombs.  Upon 
emerging  he  heard  that  the  Chris- 
tians has  set  fire  to  Rome.  This  he 
assumed  to  be  true  and  at  once  he 
set  about  throwing  firebrands  into 
the  buildings,  thinking  by  this  that 
he  was  helping  the  Christians.  Of 
this  crime  he  was  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  be  crucified  with  the 
Apostle  Peter  and  his  associates.  He 
was  the  last  one  of  this  group  to 
"give  up  the  ghost"  while  hanging 
on  the  cross.  Thus  ends  the  story. 


"PICTURE-WINDOWS"    FOR 
YOUR  CLASSROOM 

''Shipwrecked"— hy  Dore 

Oere  is  a  most  dramatic  picture! 
Sunday  School  members  of  all 
ages  will  be  inspired  by  it.  Even 
little  children  can  understand  the 
shipwreck  and  can  see  Paul,  the  man 
of  God,  offering  thanks  that  his  life 
and  the  lives  of  his  shipmates  have 
been  spared. 

Older  students  should  read  Acts 
27  and  28:  1-10.  By  following  both 
the  text  and  the  map,  they  will  get 
a  thrilling  account  of  a  great  sea 
adventure  with  miraculous  mani- 
festations of  God's  power. 

The  picture  will  be  especially 
helpful  in  the  following  lessons: 

Course  1  ( Nursery ) —Lesson  on 
Thankfulness,  for  October.  (Empha- 
size the  fact  that  Paul's  first  act 
was  to  thank  the  Lord  for  the  mirac- 
ulous deliverance.) 

Course  2  (Kindergarten)— Lesson 
for  November  23. 

Course  4  (Primary)— Lessons  for 
October  19,  26,  and  November  2. 


Course  11  (Junior)— Lessons  for 
June  and  July. 

"Consider  the  Lilies"— By  O.  Stemler 

This   picture   is    taken   from    the 
"Sermon  on  the  Mount,"  particularly 
Matthew  6:25-34.  The  artist,  Stem- 
ler,  has  portrayed  for  us  a   great,- 
universal  principle  of  teaching. 

Jesus,  the  Master  Teacher,  used 
"visual  aids"  to  emphasize  the  ideas 
He  wished  to  present.  His  classroom 
was  the  mountain  side,  the  seashore, 
the  market  place.  But  wherever  He 
was.  He  used  the  objects  at  hand, 
people  present,  or  their  experiences 
to  illustrate  His  lessons.  His  teach- 
ing touched  the  hearts  of  all  who 
heard.  We  who  follow  in  His  foot- 
steps will  do  well  to  study  His 
methods. 

Uses  for  the  picture: 

Course  1  ( Nursery ) —Lesson  for 
Oct.  12. 

Course  2  ( Kindergarten ) —Lesson 
for  June  8. 

Course  17  (Gospel  Message)  — 
Lesson  for  Aug.  3.  (Faith) 
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Printed   in   U.    S.    A. 


No.    240.     SHIPWRECKED 

Acts   27:12-44 


Printed   In  U. 


No.    476.     CONSIDER    THE   LILIES 

Matthew   6:  28 


FIT  YOUR  WORDS 

TO   THEIR   UNDERSTt^VDING 

^y  William  E.  Berrett 


^''^f^EN  I  use  a  word,"  Humpty 
Dumpty  said,  in  a  rather 
scornful  tone,  "It  means  just  what  I 
choose  it  to  mean— neither  more  nor 
less." 

"The  question  is,"  said  Alice, 
"Whether  you  can  make  words  mean 
so  many  different  things." 

—Lewis  Carrol,  Through  The 
Looking  Glass, 

We  agree  with  Alice  that  neither 
Humpty  Dumpty  nor  anyone  else 
has  a  right  to  use  words  in  so  arbi- 
trary a  fashion  as  to  create  misunder- 
standing and  confusion.  Words  are 
of  use  only  when  they  convey  ideas 
from  the  speaker  to  the  listener. 
If  a  given  word  calls  up  the  same 
idea  to  speaker  and  listener,  com- 
munication of  ideas  between  them 
is  established. 

A  "word"  is  a  "sign."  It  stands 
for  something  else.  This  something 
else  may  be  said  to  be  a  "meaning." 
Thus  a  word  may  be  defined  as  a 
"sign  that  expresses  a  meaning." 

All  words  used  by  a  teacher  which 
do  not  call  up  the  correct  meanings 
in  the  minds  of  the  students  are 
wasted.  Or  worse,  they  may  be 
harmful,  because  they  confuse  and 
discourage  those  who  are  trying  to 
get  the  idea  the  teacher  is  seeking 
to  convey  to  them. 

No  teacher  would  think  of  express- 
ing his  thoughts  in  a  language 
foreign  to  the  native  tongue  of  his 
pupils.  Yet  some  teachers  use  words 
that  are  equally  useless  in  convey- 
ing ideas  to  the  class  members.  Sun- 
day School  teachers  should  be 
especially  conscious  of  the  words 
they  use  because  they  have  practi- 
cally no  time  to  help  the  pupil  build 
his  word  vocabulary.  Hence  teachers 
must  introduce  very  few  new  words, 
and  none  without  explaining  or 
setting  up  a  meaning  for  them. 

How  may  a  Sunday  School 
teacher  know  what  words  the  class 


members  can  understand?  There  are 
books  containing  the  results  of,  many 
studies  in  the  vocabularies  of  peo- 
ple at  various  levels  of  age,  occupa- 
tion and  education.  These  studies 
are  of  use  primarily  to  the  public 
school  teacher  who  is  concerned  with 
building  the  pupil's  knowledge  and 
use  of  words  and  for  the  textbook 
writer.     From   them,  however,   we 


WILLIAM  E.  BERRETT 

ALMOST  without  a  break,  William 
E.  Berrett  has  been  a  gospel 
teacher  since  a  lad  of  fifteen  in 
the  Sandy  area,  at  the  south  of  Salt 
Lake  Valley.  He  is  now  an  in- 
structor at  Brigham  Young  Univer- 
sity. 

William  E.  Berrett  speaks  and 
teaches  ably  on  gospel  subjects.  He 
also  is  an  outstanding  lesson  author. 
Few  Sunday  School  lesson  manuals 
in  recent  years  have  received  such 
widespread  acclaim  as  was  given  his 
Book  of  Mormon  course  for  the 
Gospel  Doctrine  department  last 
year.  He  is  also  author  of  The 
Restored  Church,  a  Church  history 
text. 

Elder  Berrett  has  taught  for  years 
in  seminaries  of  the  Church,  and 
has  also  found  time  to  be  accepted 
for  practice  of  law  in  the  State  of 
Utah.  He  has  served  as  a  member 
of  a  stake  presidency,  and  has  con- 
tributed thirteen  years  as  a  member 
of  the  Sunday  School  general  board. 


can  learn  a  few  facts  of  use  to  the 
Sunday  School  teacher. 

One  of  the  facts  emphasized  by 
all  investigators  is  the  surprising 
lack  among  children  of  clear,  ac- 
curate meanings  of  words. 

Godfrey  Dewey,  in  a  work  Rela- 
tive Frequency,  shows  that  of  some 
100,000  words  used  in  written  works 
studied,  nine  words  formed  over 
twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  whole 
number,  60  words  formed  over  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  number,  and  732 
words  accounted  for  seventy-five  per 
cent  of  the  whole  100,000. 


Similar  studies  agree— "that  an 
ordinary  man  will  say  anything 
that  occasion  calls  for  with  about 
1,000  words.  Of  these,  on  such  a 
view,  he  habitually  uses  between 
400  and  500,  reserving  the  other  500 
for  emergencies  only."  ( C.  K.  Ogden, 
The  System  of  Basic  English,  pp. 
26,  27.) 

Adults  and  children  understand 
many  more  words  than  they  use. 
But  certainly  those  words  used  will 
convey  ideas  most  readily.  Readers, 
used  in  the  grade  schools,  furnish 
ready  at  hand  guides  to  the  vocabu- 
laries of  children  in  the  various  age 
levels. 

The  Sunday  School  teacher  would 
do  well  to  follow  the  rule  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  "Speak  so  that  the 
smallest  child  in  your  audience  can 
understand  you  and  all  others  will 
know  what  you  mean." 

The  ideas  expressed  in  words,  as 
well  as  the  individual  words  used, 
must  be  within  the  experience  of  the 
class  members.  Study  the  Gospels 
and  note  the  simplicity  of  words 
and  illustrations  used  by  Jesus,  the 
Master  Teacher. 

Children's  stories  are  generally 
easy  for  children  to  understand  be- 
cause they  have  been  written  with 
the  word-use  of  children  in  mind. 
The  Book  of  Mormon  is  relatively 
easy  to  understand  because,  in  trans- 
lating it,  Joseph  Smith  used  a  simple 
vocabulary  of  less  than  2,000  words. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Bible  pre- 
sents difficulties  because  many 
words  appear  which  are  now  seldom 
used.  Hence,  the  Sunday  School 
teacher  in  using  the  Bible,  must 
help  the  student  by  restating  some 
passages  in  simple  words. 

In  all  of  our  Sunday  School  teach- 
ing we  must  be  aware  of  what  we 
may  term  the  "vocabulary  of  Mor- 
monism."  Such  terms  as  "Tlie  Fall," 
"The  Atonement,"  "sacrament," 
"priesthood,"  "administration,"  "ordi- 
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nation,"  "ordinances,"  "sin,"  "repent- 
ance," "pre-existence,"  "resurrection," 
"spirit-world,"  "remorse,"  "glory," 
"hell,"  "heaven,"  are  part  of  a  re- 
ligious vocabulary  necessary  to  an 
explanation  of  the  Gospel.  In  using 
these  words  Sunday  SchooV  teachers 
must  carefully  define  them  or  the 


students  cannot  hope  to  understand 
the  message  of  the  Church. 

In  preparing  each  lesson  the 
teacher  should  ask  herself  this  ques- 
tion, "What  terms  need  explanation? 
What  simple  illustrations  can  I  use 
so  that  students  will  receive  the 
ideas  I  want  to  give  them?" 


MOULD   THE   CLAY  WHILE 
MOIST 

(Concluded  from  page  107.) 

with  one  board  member,  to  the  su- 
pervision of  teaching  in  the  adult 
classes;  the  first  assistant  to  teacher 
training,  music  and,  together  with 
one  board  member,  to  the  super- 
vision of  teaching  in  the  intermedi- 
ate grades;  the  second  assistant  to 
Junior    Sunday    School    supervision 


and  teaching,  assisted  by  one  board 
member;  the  secretary  to  the  super- 
vision of  ward  and  stake  records  and 
to  her  work  as  secretary  of  the 
board. 

At  the  beginning  of  each  month 
at  board  meeting,  each  member  is 
assigned  to  a  different  ward,  not 
for  just  one  visit  during  the  month, 
but  to  all  meetings,  prayer  meeting, 
Sunday  School,  faculty  meeting,  etc., 
for  the  entire  month.  In  other  words, 


a  stake  board  member  attends  every 
meeting  of  the  Sunday  School  in 
every  ward  of  the  stake. 

Some    readers    will    immediately 
react  to  this  negatively,  no  doubt. 
They  will  probably  say:  "I  wouldn't 
want  a  stake  board  member  hanging 
around  all  the  time."  The  fact  is, 
however,  that  the  stake  board  mem- 
bers just  don't  "hang  around."  Being 
in  all  the  meetings,  they  have  a  gen- 
uine  opportunity  to   make  friends; 
soon  they  are  not  just  "visitors"  to 
be  put  up  with,  or  to  be  treated 
with  kindness  and  respect,  but  im- 
portant working  parts  of  the  Sun- 
day School  machine.  They  are  there 
there  where  they  can  be  of  service, 
where  they  can  learn  to  know  "the 
big    picture"    thoroughly.    Because 
they  know  what  is  going  on,  they  are 
in  a  position  to  give  effective  help. 
After   each  visit  to   a  ward,  the 
stake  board  member  fills  out  a  pre- 
pared  report   blank   on   the    status 
of  the  visited   Sunday   School   and 
adds    to   it   in   writing   appropriate 
comments  on  special  problems.  At 
the   end  of   each  month   in   Board 
meeting,   their   written   reports    are 
the  basis  of  oral  reports  and  discus- 
sion.  Then  they  are  passed  on  to 
the  next  board  member  assigned  to 
the  ward  in  question.  In  this  manner 
no  important  information  is  lost  and 
progress  is  uninterrupted. 

Ward  superintendents  have  been 
requested  not  to  interfere  with  the 
regular  Sunday  School  program  to 
give  special  time  to  the  stake  board 
members  for  talks.  If,  however,  the 
superintendent  wants  to  use  the 
board  member  for  prayer  thoughts 
or  two-and-one-half -minute  talks, 
etc.,  that  is  his  privilege. 

The  Grant  Stake  is  now  making 
more  visits,  more  help  is  being 
given,  a  better  working  relationship 
has  developed  between  officers, 
teachers  and  board  members.  Above 
all,  the  Grant  Stake  Sunday  School 
Board  members  know  what  is  going 
on  in  the  wards  of  the  stake,  and 
they  are,  therefore,  able  to  give  ef- 
fective assistance  where  needed. 
Through  this  the  position  of  the 
stake  board  members  has  been  ele- 
vated for  they  have  earned  the  re- 
spect of  the  wards.  With  many 
gentle,  skillful  strokes  they  are  able 
to  mold  the  clay  while  it  is  still 
moist. 

You  can  find  plenty  of  people  who 
know  all  the  answers— its  the  ques- 
tions that  confuse  them. 

—Carrier  Bulletin. 
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THE       INSTRUCTOR 


DANIEL  WAS  PROTECTED 

A   STORY   FOR   CHILDREN 


^y  (iMarie  Fox  Felt 


'TWERE  was  once  a  boy  named 
Daniel  who  loved  our  Heavenly 
Father  and  appreciated  all  the  good 
things  that  God  gave  to  him.  Heaven- 
ly Father  had  blessed  him  with  a 
strong  body  because  he  ate  only 
those  things  which  were  good  for 
him.  Because  of  his  obedience  to 
God's  teachings  he  had  been  blessed 
with  a  quick,  bright  mind.  He  was  so 
wise  that  he  knew  a  great  deal  more 
than  the  king's  other  wise  men,  the 
Bible  tells  us.  Having  received  all 
these  and  many  other  blessings,  Dan- 
iel felt  grateful  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  for  them  and  each  morning, 
noon  and  night  he  knelt  in  prayer  to 
tell  him  of  his  appreciation.  Aren't 
we  proud  of  Daniel  that  He  remem- 
bered to  pray  to  God  when  he  was 
far  away  from  his  own  home,  his 
own  parents  and  friends  and  living 
among  people  who  did  things  dif- 
ferently than  he  had  been  taught 
was  right?  Many  little  boys  and  girls 
would  not  have  had  the  courage  to  do 
as  Daniel  did. 

Since  Daniel  had  left  Jerusalem, 
there  had  been  several  kings  •  who 
knew  and  loved  him,  especially  did 
the  king  who  now  ruled.  He  trusted 
Daniel  and  knew  that  at  all  times 
he  would  do  the  right  thing.  One 
day  he  appointed  Daniel  to  be  the 
president  or  head  ruler  over  all  the 
land.  This  made  all  the  other  rulers 
and  princes  jealous.  They  began  to 
think  and  plan  how  they  could  get 
rid  of  him.  After  a  long  time  they 
said  to  each  other,  "We  shall  not  find 
any  occasion  against  Daniel,  except 
we  find  it  against  him  concerning  the 
law  of  his  God."  They  meant  that 
everything  Daniel  did  was  so  good 
and  done  so  well  that  the  king  would 
not  get  angry  with  him  for  it.  They 
knew,  however,  that  Daniel  prayed 
to  his  God  who  was  different  from 
those  that  the  other  people  wor- 
shiped. Because  of  this  difference 
they  thought  of  a  plan  which  they 
hoped  w««ild  make  the  king  angry 


with  Daniel  and  that  then  he  would 
get  rid  of  him.  This  is  what  they  did. 
One  day  they  all  went  to  the  king's 
palace  and  into  the  king's  beautiful 
room  where  he  sat  on  his  throne, 
After  they  had  flattered  him  and 
told  him  many  fine  things,  they  said, 

"All  the  presidents  of  the  king- 
dom, the  governors  and  the  princes, 
the  counselors  and  the  captains  have 
consulted  together  to  establish  a 
royal  statute  and  to  make  a  firm 
decree,  that  whosoever  shall  ask  a 
petition  of  any  God  or  man  for  thirty 
days,  save  of  thee,  O  king,  he  shall 
be  cast  into  the  den  of  lions. 


^^TS   thy   God  whom  thou   servest 
continually     able     to     deliver 
thee?" 


Now,  O  king,  establish  the  decree 
and  sign  the  writing  that  it  be  not 
changed,  according  to  the  law  of 
the  Medes  and  Persians  which  al- 
tereth  not. 

Wherefore  King  Darius  signed  the 
writing  and  the  decree." 

Even  though  Daniel  knew  that  the 
king  had  signed  the  law,  he  still 
went  into  his  room  every  morning, 
noon  and  night  and  knelt  in  prayer 
to  our  Heavenly  Father.  When  the 
wicked  princes  saw  Daniel  praying 
just  as  he  had  always  done,  they 
hurried  to  tell  the  king.  They  said  to 
him, 

"Hast  thou  not  signed  a  decree  that 
every  man  that  shall  ask  a  petition 
of  any  God  or  man  within  thirty  days, 
save  of  thee,  O  king,  shall  be  cast  into 
a  den  of  lions?" 

The  king  answered  that  it  was  true. 
He  had  signed  the  paper  which  said 
just  that  thing. 

The  princes  then  told  the  king  that 
Daniel  was  not  obeying  the  law;  that 
he  was  kneeling  down  to  pray  to  his 
God  three  times  every  day. 

When  the  king  heard  this  he  was 


angry  with  himself  for  making  such  a 
law.  He  loved  Daniel  and  did  not 
want  to  put  him  into  a  den  of  hungry 
lions  where  he  would  be  eaten.  He 
tried  to  find  a  way  to  save  Daniel 
but  he  could  not,  because  the  law 
could  not  be  changed. 

After  a  while  he  sent  for  Daniel 
and  had  him  cast  into  the  den  of 
lions.  Oh,  how  the  king  hoped  that 
the  God  to  whom  Daniel  prayed 
would  see  to  it  that  the  lions  did 
not  harm  him.  He  said  to  Daniel, 
"The  God  whom  thou  servest  con- 
tinually, he  will  deliver  thee." 

After  the  door  was  shut  and  sealed, 
the  king  went  slowly  back  to  his 
palace.  He  was  so  worried  that  he 
could  not  sleep.  Neither  did  he  care 
to  eat  nor  to  hear  music.  As  soon  as 
it  was  daylight  he  hurried  to  the  den 
into  which  Daniel  had  been  placed. 
He  looked  through  the  bars  to  see 
what  had  happened.  As  he  looked  his 
heart  leaped  with  joy  and  gratitude, 
for  there  was  Daniel,  alive  and  safe. 
The  lions  had  not  harmed  him  one 
little  bit.  Instead  they  were  lying  on 
the  floor  resting  peacefully.  Eagerly 
the  king  called  to  Daniel  saying, 

"O  Daniel,  servant  of  the  living 
God.  Is  thy  God  whom  thou  servest 
continually  able  to  deliver  thee  from 
the  lions? 

"Then  said  Daniel  unto  the  king, 
'O  king,  live  forever.' 

"My  God  hath  sent  his  angel  and 
hath  shut  the  lions'  mouths  that  they 
have  not  hurt  me;  for  as  much  as 
before  him  innocency  was  found  in 
me;  and  also  before  thee,  O  king, 
have  I  done  no  hurt." 

Then  the  king  was  glad.  He  com- 
manded that  the  men  take  Daniel 
out  of  the  den.  "So  Daniel  was  taken 
up  out  of  the  den  and  no  matter  of 
hurt  was  found  upon  him,  because  he 
believed  in  his  God." 

As  soon  as  Daniel  was  safe,  the 
men  who  tricked  the  king  into  mak- 
ing the  wicked  law  were  thrown 
into  the  den  of  lions.  The  king  did 
not   want   to   have   such   evil   men 
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around  him  and  commanded  that 
they  receive  the  punishment  that 
they  had  intended  for  Daniel. 

As  soon  as  all  those  men  were  de- 
stroyed, the  king  made  a  new  law. 
This  time  it  was  that  all  the  people 
living  in  his  land  should  worship  the 
same  God  as  Daniel,  because  He  was 
the  real,  the  true,  and  the  living  God 
of  this  earth.  Only  He  could  bless  and 
protect  the  people  as  they  needed 
to  be  blessed  and  protected. 

I  am  sure  that  when  Daniel  prayed 
to  Heavenly  Father  that  night  he 
was  happier  and  more  grateful  than 
he  had  ever  been  before.  Especially 
was  he  glad  that  the  king  and  the 
people  were -to  know  and  love  our 
Heavenly   Father   better. 

Text;  Daniel  6: 

Picture:  Standard  Publishing  Co. 
Picture  "Daniel  Praying" 

(See  colored  picture,  center 
spread,  February  1952,  Instructor,) 


I  Love  To  Pray 


Words  and  Music  by 
M GISELLE   RENSTROM 
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1.    In     the  morn-ing      when     I  wake  Be  -  fore       I    work  or        play 
2. When  I      go       to         bed     at  night,  I        love     to   kneel  and     say 
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SUGGESTED   SUNDAY    EVENING   PROGRAM 

To  be  presented  June  1,  1952 


Tt  is  the  purpose  of  this  program 
to  bring  to  all  in  attendance  the 
message  that  was  carried  to  Sunday 
School  oflFicers  and  teachers  in  the 
1952  Conventions  which  wiU  be 
nearing  conclusion  at  the  time  this 
program  is  presented.  The  vehicle 
for  doing  this  will  be  a  series  of 
discussions  outlining  to  the  ward 
membership  as  a  whole  how  attend- 
ance at  Sunday  School  stimulates 
spirituality,  and  what  each  member 
can  and  should  do  to  promote  spirit- 
uality in  his  particular  situation.  For 
this  reason  then  the  suggested  theme 
is: 

Stimulating  Spirituality  Through 
Regular  Attendance  at  Sunday 
School 

Program 

Organ  Prelude: 

Opening  Song:  "Let  Us  All  Press 
On,"  page  98. 

Prayer:  A  Sunday  School  Teacher. 

Address:  "The  Need  And  Program 
For  Spiritual  Rejuvenation."  (10 
minutes ) 

(This  address  should  be  given  by 
a  Sunday  School  officer  or  teacher 
who  was  in  attendance  at  the 
1952  Sunday  School  convention 
and  should  outline  the  message  of 
the  convention  and  the  solutions 
for  the  problems  discussed  there, 
i.e.  an  aggressive  enlistment  pro- 
gram, a  well-conducted  and  spirit- 


ual worship  service,  and  proper 
classroom  teaching  especially  em- 
phasizing the  teaching  of  spirit- 
uality in  each  lesson. ) 

Instrumental  Selection :  "The  Lord  Is 
My  Shepherd"  or  similar  appropri- 
ate hymn. 

(A  violin  solo  or  duet  is  prefer- 
able. However,  any  appropriate 
instrument  is  satisfactory.) 

Address:  "What  Can  Be  Done  In 
The  Home  To  Stimulate  Spiritual- 
ality."  (10  minutes) 
(This  talk  should  be  given  by  a 
parent  whose  children  attend  Sun- 
day School.  If  the  parent  assigned 
this  talk  did  not  attend  the  1952 
Sunday  School  convention  and 
does  not  have  a  copy  of  The  In- 
structor program,  it  is  suggested 
they  request  a  program  from  the 
Sunday  School  office,  50  North 
Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City  1, 
Utah  and  follow  the  general  theme 
of  the  convention.) 

Chorus:  "Lovely  Appear"  by  Gou- 
nod, or  similar  appropriate  choral 
number. 

(This  chorus  should  be  composed 
of  members  of  the  Junior,  Ad- 
vanced Junior,  Senior,  and  Ad- 
vanced Senior  classes,  or  it  would 
be  well  for  every  member  in  all 
these  classes  to  participate. ) 

Introductory  Remarks:  "Sunday 
School  Is  For  Everyone."  (5  min- 
utes) 


(This  talk  should  be  given  by  a 
member  of  the  ward  Sunday 
School  superintendency.  Its  pur- 
pose is  to  preface  the  following 
three  short  talks,  and  to  empha- 
size that  Sunday  School  is  the 
one  auxiliary  in  the  Church  which 
is  for  everyone,  and  everyone 
should  attend.  The  great  and 
broad  program  of  the  Sunday 
School  can  be  quickly  sketched 
also. ) 

Remarks:  "What  I  Do  and  Learn  In 
Sunday  School"  (5  minutes) 
(This  talk  should  be  given  by  a 
member    of    the    Junior    Sunday 
School. ) 

Remarks:  "Sunday  School  Teaches 
Me  the  Great  Plan  Of  Salvation." 
(5  minutes) 

(This  talk  should  be  given  by  a 
'teen  ager. ) 

Remarks:  "The  AppHcation  of  Gos- 
pel Principles  to  Family  and  Com- 
munity Life  is  the  Concern  of 
Adult  Classes  in  the  Sunday 
school."  (5  minutes) 
(This  talk  should  be  given  by  a 
member    of    one    of    the    adult 

Closing  Song:  "Do  What  Is  Right," 

page  27. 
Benediction:  Sunday  School  teacher. 

Program  Committee: 
Don  B.  Cotton 
J.  Holman  Waters 
David  A.  Shand 
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MONTHLY   WARD 

YOUTH  LEADERSHIP  MEETING 

SUPERINTENDENTS 


David  Lawrence  oMcKay 


Tn  many  of  the  wards  of  the 
Church,  particularly  the  large 
ones,  the  bishop  calls  a  monthly  co- 
ordination meeting  of  teachers  of 
teen-age  groups.  This  meeting  dove- 
tails into  the  enlistment  program  of 
the  Sunday  School,  and  an  active 
superintendency  is  quick  to  grasp  its 
advantages. 

Teachers  of  the  same  age  group 
from  the  different  auxiliary  organi- 
zations and  advisers  of  the  priest- 
hood quorums  get  together  inform- 
ally to  see  how  they  can  help  each 
other  in  reaching  out  and  influenc- 
ing boys  and  girls  for  the  better. 
Perhaps  Louise  has  moved  into  the 
ward  and  has  attended  some  M.I.A. 
parties  with  her  friend,  but  has 
never  had  an  incentive  to  attend 
Sunday  School.  In  this  co-ordination 
meeting  her  name  comes  up,  and 


the  Sunday  School  teacher  hears 
about  her  and  finds  out  who  her 
intimate  friends  in  the  ward  are  who 
can  persuade  Louise  to  try  out  the 
Sunday  School  class  in  her  new 
ward. 

Possibly  Henry  has  been  attend- 
ing his  Sunday  School  class  from 
time  to  time,  sitting  alone  and  ap- 
parently not  enjoying  his  one  and 
one-half  hours  Sunday  morning,  in 
spite  of  the  teacher's  good  lesson 
preparation.  A  discussion  of  his 
problem  with  the  class  leaders  of 
the  deacon  quorums  and  the  scout 
master  may  be  the  means  of  pro- 
viding interests  in  the  ward  for 
Henry  that  will  get  him  acquainted 
with  other  boys  in  his  class  and 
bring  him  regularly  and  permanent- 
ly into  the  Sunday  School. 

The  records  of  the  ward  are  avail- 


able at  this  meeting,  and  the  teach- 
ers can  in  a  few  minutes  check  on 
the  additions  to  the  ward  in  the  age 
group  of  their  class  during  the 
mondi. 

Good  teaching  consists  of  much 
more  than  preparing  the  subject 
matter.  It  means  knowing  the  boys 
and  girls— their  habits,  their  likes 
and  dislikes.  If  only  more  of  the 
Sunday  School  teachers  could  rea- 
lize that  sometimes  the  best  teach- 
ing is  done  outside  of  the  classroom! 

This  informal  co-ordination  meet- 
ing of  the  bishop's  is  a  preliminary 
way  of  the  teacher's  getting  better 
acquainted  with  some  of  the  present 
and  prospective  members  of  his 
class.  It  is  part  of  the  enlistment  pro- 
gram of  the  ward.  Superintendents 
are  urged  to  see  that  their  teachers 
appreciate  its  importance  and  heed 
the  call  of  the  bishop. 


DESERET  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION 
GENERAL  BOARD  COMMITTEES 


TEACHER  TRAINING 
H.  Aldous  Dixon 
Addie  L.  Swapp 
Asahel  D.  Woodruff 

GOSPEL  DOCTRINE 
Gerrit  de  Jong,  Jr. 
J.  Holman  Waters 
Henry  Eyring 
William  E.  Barrett 

FAMILY  RELATIONS 
Asahel  D.  Woodruff 
Loma  Call  Alder 
Reed  H.  Bradford 


GENEALOGICAL  TRAINING 
A.  William  Lund 
Thomas  L.  Martin 
Archibald  F.  Bennett 

MISSIONS    AND 
INVESTIGATORS 

Don  B.  Colton 

James  L.  Barker 

Carl  J.  Christensen 

Marie  Fox  Felt 

THE  GOSPEL  MESSAGE 
Adam  S.  Beimion 
H.  Aldous  Dixon 


Lesson   Departments 

ADVANCED  SENIOR 
Earl  J.   Glade 
Leland  H.  Monson 


SENIOR 

Ralph  B.  Keeler 
Wilford  Moyle  Burton 
Frank  S.  Wise 


ADVANCED   JUNIOR 

William   P.   MiUer 
Edith  Ryberg 


JUNIOR 

Wendell  J.  Ashton 
W.  Lowell  Castleton 
Inez  Witbeck 


2ND  INTERMEDIATE 
Kenneth  S.  Bennion 
NeUie  H.  Kuhn 


1ST    INTERMEDIATE 

A.  Parley  Bates 
Lucy  G.  Sperry 
Melba  Glade 


JUNIOR  SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

CO-ORDINATOR 
Eva  May  Green 

PRIMARY 

Margaret  Ipson 
Hazel  Fletcher  Young 
Evalyn  Darger 

KINDERGARTEN 
Loma  Call  Alder 
Claribel  W.  Aldous 
Hazel  W.  Lewis 

NURSERY 

Marie  Fox  Felt 
Addie  L.  Swapp 


FACULTY  MEETING 
Adam  S.  Bennion 
Lowell  M.  Durham 
WiUiam  P.   Miller 
Kenneth  S.  Bennion 
Lucy  G.  Sperry 
Marie  Fox  Felt 


MUSIC 

Alexander  Schreiner 
Vernon  J.  LeeMaster 
LoweU  M.  Durham 
Florence  S.  Allen 
Beth  Hooper 
David  A.  Shand 


Special  Committees 

STANDARDS 
A.  Parley  Bates 
Thomas  L.  Martin 
Inez  Witbeck 
W.  Lowell  Castleton 
J.  Holman  Waters 

ENLISTMENT 
J.  Holman  Waters 
Lucy  G.  Sperry 
Wilford  Moyle  Burton 


LIBRARIES 

Wendell  J.  Ashton 

J.  Hohnan  Waters 

Hazel  W.  Lewis 

Carl  J.  Christensen 
CURRICULUM  CORRELATION 

David   Lawrence   McKay 

Ralph  B.  Keeler 

Asahel  D,   Woodruff 

William  E.  Berrett 


AUDIO-VISUAL  AIDS 
A.  Hamer  Reiser 
Carl  J.  Christensen 
Richard  E.  FoUaud 
Frank  S.  Wise 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 
Earl  J.  Glade 
Wendell  J.  Ashton 
Claribel  W.  Aldous 
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LESSONS  COME  TO  LIFE 

LfflRARIANS 


"By  Hazel  West  Lewis 


T^HROUGHOUT  the  Church  consci- 
entious Sunday  School  workers 
are  catching  the  spirit  of  Hbrary 
work.  These  hbrarians  are  constant- 
ly on  the  watch  for  the  right  picture, 
the  apt  saying,  the  pertinent  article, 
or  the  specific  map  that  will  help 
teachers  make  living  things  of  their 
lessons. 

From  Boise  Idaho,  Sister  Kathleen 
Jensen,  stake  librarian  writes  of  her 
work  in  organizing  a  Stake  Sunday 
School  library  as  well  as  the  help 
she  is  giving  the  various  wards.  She 
says,  "Our  stake  library  has  been  in 
existence  for  about  three  years.  It 
is  at  the  present  time  inadequately 
housed  in  cupboards  in  the  Boise 
stake  house  but  we  are  working  on 
having  more  adequate  facilities 
built  in  a  room  of  the  stake  house." 

Their  library  consists  of  a  few 
books,  magazines  of  past  years— T/i€ 
Instructor^  The  Improvement  Era, 
The  Relief  Society  Magazine,  The 
Church  News,  Life  Magazine,  and 
others.  Pictures,  lesson  manuals,  two 
note  books  of  flannel  board  stories 
to  be  traced  for  use,  a  homemade 
replica  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  and 
three  film  strips  to  be  used  in  fac- 
ulty meetings  are  also  part  of  their 
library. 

How  was  their  library  started? 
Books,  maps,  pictures  and  flannel 
board  stories  were  needed.  Sister 
Jensen  writes,  "There  was  a  lot  of 
work  that  could  be  done  toward 
building  up  a  library.  So  a  group 
of  sisters  began  meeting  every 
Wednesday  evening.  Pictures  were 
mounted,  flannel  board  stories 
colored,  cut  and  pasted  and  other 
library  work  done.  At  the  end  of 
the  evening  it  was  surprising  to  see 
the  amount  of  progress  that  had 
been  made  on  the  library.  To  finish 
the  evening  off  more  as  a  social  than 
a  work  evening,  refreshments  were 
served." 

In  regard  to  her  work  with  the 
wards  Sister  Jensen  goes  on  to  say, 
"Most  of  the  ward  libraries  have  as 


much  if  not  more  materials  than  the 
stake  library.  I  have  concentrated 
more  on  building  up  the  ward  libra- 
ries than  on  the  stake  since  we  do 
not  have  suitable  housing  for  ex- 
pansion. One  thing  which  the  wards 
particularly  use  from  the  stake  is 
our  notebook  of  flannel  board  sto- 
ries. I  carry  this  around  with  me 
on  stake  board  visits  and  any  story 
they  wish  to  copy  they  check  out. 
The  materials  we  have  are  loaned 
out  during  Sunday  School  union 
meetings  at  which  time  ward  libra- 
rians may  check  out  any  materials 
they  would  like  to  use." 

The  Library  Committee  of  the 
Sunday  School  General  Board  ap- 
preciates the  accounts  of  the  work 
the  librarians  are  doing  the  Church 
over.  It  is  through  this  sharing  of 
ideas  that  libray  work  will  continue 
to  grow  in  our  Sunday  Schools. 

QUESTIONS  FROM  OUR 
LIBRARIANS: 

1.  What  periodicals  should  be  in 
the  Sunday  School  library? 

2.  Why  is  a  subject  index  neces- 
sary for  Church  magazines? 


3.  How  does  one  go  about  mak- 
ing a  subject  index? 

4.  When  may  I  obtain  pictures 
from  the  library? 

5.  How  should  they  be  mounted? 

6.  Under  what  classifications 
should  they  be  filed? 

7.  What  other  visual  aids  should 
be  in  the  library? 

8.  How  can  we  get  teachers  to 
use  the  library? 

9.  What  are  some  of  the  teaching 
devices  that  may  be  stored  in 
the  library? 

10.  Why  is  it  necessary  for  a  li- 
brarian to  have  a  Sunday 
School  lesson  chart?  Where 
can  she  get  it? 

11.  Where  may  I  obtain  a  good 
recipe  for  making  paste? 

12.  One  of  the  teachers  would  like 
to  make  a  relief  map  of  the 
Holy  Land.  How  does  one  go 
about  making  this  type  of 
map? 

13.  We  are  interested  in  having  a 
Sunday  School  library  but  do 
not  know  just  how  to  get  it 
started.  Would  you  give  us 
some  help? 

ANSWERS: 

All  the  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions and  others  may  be  found  in 
The  Sunday  School  Librarians 
Guidebook.  Do  you  have  your  copy? 
If  you  do  not  have  your  guidebook 
write  to  the  Deseret  Book  Company, 
44  East  South  Temple,  Salt  Lake 
City  1,  Utah.  The  price  is  30c. 


TDY  words  the  mind  is  excited  and 
the  spirit  elated. 

—Aristophanes,  The  Birds 

Tt  is  a  good  thing  to  get  in  and  dig, 
but  be   careful   which   way   you 
throw  the  dirt. 
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THE       INSTRUCTOR 


SUGGESTIONS   ON   THE 

HYMN  OF  THE  MONTH 

MUSIC 


JUNE,    1952.    "Jesus,    Savior,    Pilot 
Me,"    Hymns— Church    of    Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  121. 

FOR  CHORISTERS:  This  hymn 
is  constructed  of  three  phrases  which 
together  form  an  A  B  A  or  three  part 
structure.  The  first  and  last  phrases 
are  the  same  and  the  second  is  con- 
trasting. Effect  a  slight  retard  at 
the  end  of  the  first  phrase  which 
coincides  with  the  words  "tempestu- 
ous sea"  and  also  at  the  end  of  the 
second  phrase  corresponding  with 
the  words  "and  treacherous  shoal" 
and  in  the  final  phrase  correspond- 
ing with  the  words  "Jesus,  Savior, 
pilot  me." 

The  overall  impression  or  mood 
of    this    hymn    is    created    by    the 


melody  and  its  dotted  rhythm  sug- 
gesting undulating,  rolling  waves. 
And  in  the  background  of  this  is 
constantly  reiterated  the  thought 
that  Jesus,  our  Lord  and  Savior  will 
guide  us  if  we  will  but  follow  him 
throughout  life's  tempestuous  sea. 
Therefore,  do  not  conduct  this  hymn 
briskly  or  energetically,  but  let  it 
flow  smoothly  with  the  melody  ris- 
ing and  falling  in  a  gentle,  floating 
fashion.  Try,  however,  to  keep  it 
from  dragging. 

In  the  middle  phrase,  the  alto  and 
tenors  have  important  inner  pas- 
sages on  the  words  "roll"  and  "shoal" 
in  the  first  verse  and  in  the  words 
corresponding  to  those  in  the  second 
and  third  verses.  The  F  sharp  in 
the  tenor  part,  first  phrase,  should, 


Sacrament  Music  and  Gem 


For  the  Month  of  June^ 


Slow 


ALEXAJTOBR  SCHREINER 


SACRAMENT  GEM 

Help  us,  O  God,  to  realize 
The  great  atoning  sacrifice. 

The  gift  of  Thy  Beloved  Son, 
The  Prince  of  Life,  the  Holy  One. 
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if  possible,  be  brought  out  as  this 
expressively  colors  the  supplicative 
aspect  of  the  hymn. 

In  the  first  and  third  phrases,  take 
plenty  of  time  on  the  triplet  figure, 
to  bring  out  the  suppliant  quality 
of  this  motive  and  of  the  words 
which  it  enhances. 

The  hymn  is  contemplative  and 
calm,  and  not  at  all  fast  requiring 
no  great  energy  on  the  part  of  the 
congregation  to  sing  it.  Therefore, 
I  would  use  no  interludes  between 
verses.  As  an  introduction,  the 
hymn  could  be  played  all  the  way 
through,  or  the  first  or  third  phrase 
could  be  used  as  a  brief  introduction. 

—David  A.  Shand 

FOR  ORGANISTS:  Play  this 
hymn-tune  in  a  well-cared-for  legato 
style.  Nevertheless,  let  the  organ 
join  with  the  singers  in  a  little 
breath,  consisting  of  about  an  eighth 
rest,  at  the  close  of  every  phrase. 

Some  organists  have  difficulty  in 
establishing  the  rhythm  of  this  tune, 
resulting  in  erratic  and  stumbling 
qualities  which  may  become  annoy- 
ing to  our  singers.  The  organist 
may  not  even  be  aware  of  his  de- 
ficiencies in  this  respect.  Therefore, 
please  make  sure  of  a  good  founda- 
tion to  your  rhythm.  The  way  to 
do  this,  is  to  take  the  book  in  hand, 
away  from  the  instrument,  then  hum 
the  tune  whfle  counting  out  the 
eighth-note  impulses,  six  to  a  meas- 
ure, with  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 
6/8  equals  3/4,  which  latter  is  the 
correct  time  signature  here.  How- 
ever, counting  6/8  time  will  help  to 
straighten  out  an  erratic  rhythm 
more  than  counting  3/4. 

Please  consider  and  illustrate  the 
above  suggestions  when  organists 
meet  for  self-improvement.  It  is 
written  that  the  Savior  spoke  as  one 
having  authority,  and  not  as  the 
scribes.  Well,  let  us  strive  to  play 
our  hymns  with  loving  leadership, 
and  leave  inferiority  behind. 

—Alexander  Schreiner 
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WITH  WHAT  DO  WE  TEACH? 

TEACHER   TRAINING 


^y  Harold  Lundstrom 


SCI 
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WORKABLE  TEACHING  TOOLS 

Displayed  hy  Earl  D.  Davis  and  Sally  Lester 


All  teaching,  even  the  much- 
abused  lecture  method,  takes  on 
new  color  and  excitement  when  it  is 
accompanied  by  effective  visual  aids, 
sixty-eight  Sunday  School  teachers 
recently  graduated  in  the  East  Jordan 
Stake  teacher  training  course  will 
enthusiastically  tell  you.  And  they 
know,  too,  for  they  learned  their  own 
lessons  by  the  visual  aid  method. 

When  they  completed  their  course 
which  was  offered  to  the  prospective 
teachers  in  the  six  wards,  every  class 
member  had  a  large  scrapbook  filled 
for  future  use  with  many  detailed 
methods,  techniques,  and  teaching 
helps  given  during  the  course. 

Their  instructor.  Miss  Sally  Lester, 
demonstrated  how  to  make  literally 
dozens  of  visual  aids,  and  how  to 
prepare  a  lesson  that  would  bring 
reality  to  the  subject  at  hand. 

Demonstration  and  guidance  in 
actually  making  the  following  teach- 
ing helps  were  presented  to  the  stu- 
dents by  Miss  Lester: 

1.  Various  types  of  maps,  easily  and 
cheaply  made  at  home: 

a.  crayon,  etching  maps. 

b.  clay,  sawdust,  and  papier  ma- 
che  relief  maps. 


c.  finger  paint  maps. 

d.  blackboard  outline  maps. 

e.  heat  maps  with  melted  crayon. 

f.  texture  maps  (crayon  over  a 
rough  surface). 

g.  oilcloth  and  linoleum  maps, 
h.  wrapping  paper  maps. 

i.  pictoral  cutout  object  maps. 
j.  plaster  of  paris  world  globes, 
k.  outing  flannel  maps. 
1.  economic  map  rollers. 

2.  home-made  picture  holders: 

a.  tin  or  aluminum  holders. 

b.  milk  carton  holders. 

c.  cardboard  holders. 

d.  photograph  envelope-type 
holders. 

e.  wood  holders. 

f.  round  lid  fruit  jar  holders. 

g.  pictures-in-a-series  holders. 

3.  Figures,  animals,  objects  made  of: 

a.  papier  mache. 

b.  melted  parffin  wax. 

c.  cutout  paper— to  give  second  di- 
mensional appearance  (mov- 
able jointed  figures ) . 

d.  clothes  pins,  pipe  cleaners, 
toothpicks,  matches. 

e.  cloth,  cardboard. 

f.  clay,  woolsulate,  sawdust. 


4.  Many  types  of  peep  shows,  and 
miniature  movie  theaters : 

a.  trees,  shrubs,  houses,  barns, 
figures  to  use  inside. 

b.  finger  puppets  and  marionettes. 

5.  Bulletin  boards  made  of  celotex 
a.  idea  for  a  progressive  bulletin 

board. 

6.  Mountings,  corners,  decorative  de- 
signs and  cutouts  to  make  charts, 
graphs,  and  posters  more  attrac- 
tive. 

7.  Sturdy  scrapbooks,  and  ideas  for 
glamorizing  them;  paper  sculp- 
ture. 

8.  Simple  and  readable  lettering  for 
Sunday  School  needs. 

9.  How  to  make  such  visual  aids  as 
the  following  (actual  models  of 
each  item  was  shown  and  exact 
measurements  were  given): 

a.  flannel  or  felt  board. 

b.  easel  and  picture-type  black- 
board. 

c.  plus-lite  white  board  (also 
combined  into  a  bulletin,  flan- 
nel, white  board). 

d.  panel  board,  with  word  strip 
for  summary. 

e.  sand  table. 

f.  work  tables. 

g.  supply  storage  kits, 
h,  miniature  movies, 
i.  wooden  dioramas. 

j.  map-filing  cabinets. 

The  results  of  this  extensive  dem- 
onstration culminated  in  an  excellent 
collection  of  valuable  home-made 
visual  aids,  many  of  which  had  never 
been  attempted  in  the  wards,  and 
will  improve  the  quality  of  teaching 
in  all  of  the  organizations  in  the 
stake. 

At  the  graduation  exercises  of  the 
sixty-eight  class  members,  an  inter- 
esting display  of  all  the  things  made 
was  shown.  Every  graduate  made 
something. 

Of  special  interest  to  teachers  was 

the  all-round  teacher's  kit  made  by 

Kenneth  Williams  of  the  Union  First 

(Concluded  on  page  121.) 
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TIME  CREATES  CHANGE 


pOULD  it  be  that  some  of  the 
teachers  in  the  Church  are  too 
satisfied  with  the  results  they  are  get- 
ting? Are  we  resting  on  our  laurels? 
One  teacher  for  example  said,  "I 
can't  understand  why  I  am  unable  to 
interest  my  pupils  any  longer.  I 
had  interesting  classes  twenty  years 
ago  and  I  am  using  exactly  the  same 
notes  today." 

In  teaching  the  gospel  the  one  most 
important  attribute  of  a  teacher 
should  be  a  sincere  testimony.  The 
personality  of  the  teacher  is  another 
important  quality.  There  are  so 
many  teachers  in  the  Church  who 
have  not  had  the  opportunity  to 
receive  professional  help  in  teaching 
that  certainly  when  the  time  comes 
we  should  take  advantage  of  it. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  had 
an  interesting  experience  with  a 
teacher  training  course  which  I 
would  like  to  relate.  As  a  background 
for  this  experience  it  should  be  said 
that  I  started  teaching  in  the  Church 
when  just  a  youth  and  for  the  past 
twenty-one  years  have  been  a  sem- 
inary teacher.  During  all  these  years 
of  teaching  I  must  have  felt  hke  a 
good  many  other  teachers,  for  at 
times  I  would  ride  on  the  crest  of 
success  and  at  other  times  would 
grope  in  the  darkness  of  failure.  I 
could  appeal  to  some  students,  but 
others  were  far  from  me.  I  found 
that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  came 
to  mean  everything  to  me,  but  how 
could  I  fire  my  students  with  the 
same  spark?   I  knew  I  would  have 


to  get  all  the  help  I  could  through 
prayer  and  study.  We  cannot  ask  the 
Lord  to  give  us  what  we  are  un- 
willing to  work  for.  Faith  without 
works  is  dead.  Therefore,  to  attain 
the  goal  of  a  good  teacher  we  must 
work  and  study.  Not  only  must  we 
study  the  scriptures,  but  we  must 
study  the  best  methods  of  teaching. 

Some  months  ago  the  Sunday 
School  Superintendency  of  the  South 
Summit  Stake  began  a  training 
course  for  the  benefit  of  the  teachers 
in  the  stake.  The  work  was  done  in 
a  professional  manner.  Those  who 
attended  began  to  realize  that  there 
were  a  great  many  helps  they  could 
receive  from  others  who  had  gained 
experience  in  teaching.  The  objec- 
tive of  this  course  was  first,  to  train 
teachers  now  in  service  and  second, 
to  recruit  and  train  new  teachers  for 
ward  offices.  The  course  ran  for 
eleven  months  beginning  in  January 
and  ending  in  November  of  1951. 

The  course  was  offered  in  two 
divisions,  one  section  held  in  Park 
City  and  the  other  in  Kamas. 
An  enrollment  of  one  hundred  fifty 
was  recruited  with  an  average  atten- 
dance of  about  eighty-five. 

The  course  of  study  offered  was 
under  the  direction  of  Irene  Hoyt, 
Stake  Director  of  Teacher  Training. 
She  was  assisted  by  the  Stake  Super- 
intendency, Elias  A.  Lemon,  Superin- 
tendent and  his  assistants  Eugene 
Hortin  and  W.  N.  Ball.  Others  as- 
sisting in  developing  class  discus- 
sions were  Stanley  E.  Best,  Naomi 


"By  Stanley  E.  Best 

Richards,  Hazel  Thomson,  Elmo 
Hoyt,  Rex  Walker,  Nan  McPollin, 
Pearl  Hortin,  and  Carl  J.  Christen- 
sen,  of  the  General  Board,  instructed 
the  group  during  the  final  session. 
Brother  W.  N.  Ball  of  the  South 
Summit  Stake  Superintendency 
awarded  the  certificates  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  course. 

Several  classroom  groups  from 
various  wards  were  brought  in  to 
demonstrate  different  methods  of 
teachiag.  The  discussion  method  and 
story  telling  were  presented  by  these 
groups.  Classroom  discipline  was  the 
subject  of  one  discussion.  The  lecture 
method  and  problem-project  method 
were  also  stressed.  The  use  of  the 
sound  projector,  slides,  record 
player,  film  strip,  flannel  board, 
blackboard,  maps,  charts,  graphs, 
and  pictures  were  demonstrated 
along  with  the  use  to  be  made 
of  Sunday  School  libraries  and 
care  to  be  taken  in  organizing 
and  conducting  field  trips.  The 
concluding  session  dealt  with  "Cre- 
ating Spiritual  Values"  which  was 
a  fitting  climax  to  a  year  of  study 
and  inspirational  development.  Those 
who  have  attended  these  classes  can 
truthfully  say  they  have  followed  the 
advice  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
as  he  received  it  from  the  Lord,  when 
he  said,  "Seek  ye  diligently  and 
teach  one  another  words  of  wisdom; 
yea,  seek  ye  out  of  the  best  books 
words  of  wisdom;  seek  learning,  even 
by  study  and  also  by  faith." 


Ward.  On  the  front  is  plus-lite  white 
board  which  can  be  used  as  a  flannel 
board  or  as  a  bulletin  board  for  pic- 
tures, charts,  and  maps.  Inside  are 
several  shelves  that  can  be  used  for 
display  purposes  or  merely  to  carry 
in  and  out  of  class  the  lesson's  needs. 
The  entire  lesson's  visual  aids  can 
be  set  up  at  home  before  the  teacher 
leaves  to  teach  her  lesson. 
East  Jordan  Stake  teachers  are  now 


more  keenly  aware  that  teaching  is 
an  art  and  that  it  can  be  acquired 
through  prayer  and  diligence.  Miss 
Lester  comments,  "We  are  now  con- 
scious that  besides  knowing  'what  to 
teach,'  and  Tiow  to  teach,'  we  must 
not  forget,  with  what  do  we  teach?' 
Audio  and  visual  aids  have  the  knack 
of  really  dressing  up  a  lesson  so 
that   it    is    easily    understood,    and 


WITH  WHAT  DO  WE  TEACH? 

{Concluded  from  page  120.) 
what  is  most  important,  long  remem- 
bered," 

Giving  direction  to  the  training 
course  was  the  East  Jordan  Stake 
Sunday  School  superintendency 
which  includes,  Earl  Evans,  Leonard 
Millerberg,  and  Joseph  Mfller.  Wards 
of  the  stake  are  East  Midvale  First, 
East  Midvale  Second,  Union  First, 
Union  Second,  Butler,  and  Midvale 
First. 
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TEACHING  OPPORTUNITIES  AND 
LEARNING  EXERCISES 

^y  A.  Hamer  Reiser  —  Ward  Faculty  Lesson 


'T^HE  main  justifications  for  the  exis- 
ence  of  two-and-one-half-minute 
talks  in  the  Sunday  School  program 
are  the  opportunities  they  offer 
teachers  to  teach  and  learners  to 
learn.  A  short  talk  of  this  nature 
should  be  appraised  solely  on  the 
basis  of  its  value  as  a  teaching  and 
learning  exercise. 


MAKE  EVERY  WORD  COUNT 

A  talk  written  by  someone  else 
and  read  by  a  child  as  a  two-and- 
one-half-minute  talk  is  not  likely  to 
be  of  much  value  as  a  learning  exer- 
cise. In  fact,  there  is  something  to 
say  for  this  being  more  harmful  than 
beneficial  to  the  child. 

Some  such  two-and-one-half-min- 
ute talks  were  far  better  not  deliv- 
ered. It  would  be  better  for  a  school 
to  have  no  talks  than  to  have  talks 
from  the  preparation  and  delivery 
by  which  the  children  learn  to  give 
the  work  of  someone  else  as  their 
own. 

The  benefits  from  two-and-one- 
half-minute  talks  are  cancelled  out 
when  the  young  speaker  reads  some- 
thing not  his  own,  prepared  by 
someone  else,  or  when  he  reads 
wholly  from  a  book,  manual,  maga- 
zine, or  other  printed  source. 

The  value  of  the  two-and-one-half- 
minute  talk  as  a  learning  exercise 
is  in  proportion  to  the  effort  and 
thought  applied  to  it  by  the  learner. 
Only  the  more  mature  learners  are 

Drawings  by  A,  H.  Lewis. 


able  to  apply  this  thought  and  ef- 
fort themselves. 

Children  need  suggestions,  guid- 
ance, encouragement,  and  help  to 
support  their  self-activity  in  the  prep- 
aration of  two-and-one-half-minute 
talks.  Parents  and  teachers  can  help 
best  by  talking  informally  with  the 
child  about  the  subject.  By  asking 
questions,  relating  experiences,  ex- 
pressing ideas,  suggesting  sources 
of  stories,  illustrations,  or  explana- 
tions about  the  subject,  parents  and 
teachers  can  help  the  child  to  ac- 
quire material.  As  the  child  gains 
ideas  he  can  be  helped  to  organize 
his  material  and  to  talk  himself  clear 
about  it. 

The  learner  himself  should  put  the 
talk  in  final  form.  The  more  he  has 
talked  with  others  about  the  subject, 
the  more  ideas  he  will  have  and  the 
easier  and  more  natural  will  be  his 
expression  of  those  ideas  in  his  own 
words. 


about  speaking  at  the  right  speed 
and  with  the  right  clearness  and  dis- 
tinctness. 

After  classroom  delivery  and  re- 
hearsal, the  learner  is  ready  to  speak 
before  the  school.  If  the  talk  has 
been  developed  in  the  natural  easy 
stages  suggested,  the  young  speaker 
is  at  ease,  has  confidence,  and  will 
speak  with  conviction. 

Teachers  should  be  alert  during 
the  class  period  for  manifestations  of 
interest,  enthusiasm,  or  curiosity  in 
individual  learners  about  particular 
subjects.  The  best  two-and-one-half- 
minute  talks  grow  out  of  simple 
classroom  enthusiasm.  When  a  teach- 
er discovers  that  a  child  has  a  par- 
ticular interest  or  special  information 
or  more  than  ordinary  curiosity 
about  a  subject,  he  should  at  once 
look  for  a  chance  to  develop  this 
into  a  short  talk  by  the  learner  to 
finally  be  given  as  a  two-and-one- 
half-minute  talk. 

Easy  first  aids  to  the  discovery  of 
interests  and  enthusiasm  and  to  the 
development  of  short  talks  are  pic- 
tures, maps,  passages  of  scripture, 
short  stories,  verses  of  songs,  news- 
paper accounts,  excerpts  from  maga- 
ines,  books,  or  radio  programs. 

The  picture  of  a  noble  character 
or  of  an  important  event  can  be 
thus  used  to  give  the  child  some- 


TRY  IT  OUT 

This  informal  method  of  gathering 
ideas  and  of  accumulative  interest 
in  and  enthusiasm  for  a  subject  can 
be  further  supported  by  giving  the 
learner  opportunity  in  the  class  to 
report  in  the  form  of  a  short  talk. 

On  this  occasion  the  teacher  can 
help  further  by  suggesting  what  to 
emphasize  and  how  to  deliver  the 
talk  before  the  school.  At  this  time 
the  teacher  should  make  suggestions 


LET  YOUR  CLASS   HELP 

{Concluded  on  page  126.) 
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SUCCESS  IS  CONTAGIOUS 

WARD   FACULTY 


^y  Joseph  W.  Richards 


An  effective  organization  realizes 
its  objectives  yvhen  each  indi- 
vidual in  the  group  makes  the  con- 
tribution that  is  expected  o£  him. 
Periodical  meetings  are  necessary 
so  common  understandings  can  be 
reached;  and  so,  the  members  can 
share  in  one  another's  experiences. 
Team  work  is  developed  and  before 
long  you  have  a  Sunday  School 
working  as  a  unit.  The  undesirable 
situation  where  each  teacher  is  con- 
cerned only  with  his  class  does  not 
develop. 

Monthly  faculty  meetings  should 
achieve  at  least  two  objectives  in 
every  Sunday  School.  First,  the  prob- 
lems that  are  common  to  all  of  the 
teachers  can  be  solved;  and,  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  organization  can  be 
enjoyed  by  all  of  its  members. 
Second,  the  teaching  staff  can  im- 
prove itseff  by  sharing  each  other's 
experiences  and  by  an  in-service 
training  program.  The  continued  suc- 
cess of  your  Sunday  School  will  de- 
pend upon  a  faculty  meeting  that 
realizes  these  two  general  objectives. 

We  have  many  excellent  Sunday 
Schools  in  the  Church.  Their  suc- 
cesses are  the  result  of  the  coopera- 
tive efforts  of  each  staff  member  re- 
cognizing that  problems  do  exist  and 
that  the  best  solutions  to  the  prob- 
lems are  the  united  action  of  all. 
Superintendents  or  teachers  who  try 
to  keep  their  problems  to  themselves, 
divide  their  Sunday  Schools  and 
create  more  serious  problems. 

One  purpose  of  an  organization  is 
to  enable  all  members  of  the  group 
to  profit  by  the  learning  and  experi- 
ences of  everyone  concerned.  Obvi- 
ously the  benefits  of  such  co-opera- 
tion are  passed  on  to  the  pupils. 

Success  is  contagious.  Therefore, 
teachers  who  are  unwilling  to  share 
their  successes  with  other  members 
of  the  staff  are  selfish  and  do  not  have 
the  true  spirit  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  very 
important  for  each  teacher's  success 
to  be  shared  by  her  co-workers.  The 
others  will  become  inspired  to  make 


Photo  by  Ray  Jones 
NEW    IDEAS    DEVELOPED   EXPERIENCES    SHARED 


comparable  achievements  which  in 
turn  will  start  the  cycle  over  again. 
One  teacher's  success  after  another, 
can  only  result  in  an  outstanding 
Sunday  School.  PupUs,  officers,  and 
teachers  will  be  very  proud  of  being 
affiliated  with  such  an  organization, 

Sunday  School  teachers  are  not 
professionally  trained.  Even  if  they 
were,  an  in-service  training  program 
would  be  necessary.  The  best  teach- 
ers are  those  who  are  always  adding 
variety  to  their  work  and  learning  to 
do  it  more  effectively.  The  teachers 
who  know  all  the  answers  because 
they  have  taught  for  several  years, 
are  probably  not  doing  good  teach- 
ing. You  can't  stop  good  teachers. 
They  want  all  you  can  give  them  in 
the  faculty  meetings  and  in  teacher 
training  classes;  and  then,  they  will 
get  more  from  other  sources. 

Each  month  The  Instructor  has  a 
stimulating  lesson  that  should  be 
given  in  the  faculty  meeting.  Lessons 
like  "Classroom  Management,"  "The 
use  of  the  Manual,"  and  "Evaluation" 
are  something  that  all  teachers 
should  discuss  together.  New  ideas 
will  be  developed,  profitable  experi- 
ences will  be  shared  and  the  result 
will  be  better  teaching  in  the  Sunday 


Schools  of  the  Church.  Please  don't 
be  like  the  old  fashioned  teacher  who 
was  asked  to  go  to  school  and  learn 
some  new  teaching  methods  so  she 
could  get  out  of  her  rut.  Her  reply 
was  that  she  would  be  very  happy 
to  learn  some  new  methods  to  get 
out  of  her  rut;  but  her  worry  was, 
how  to  get  back  into  her  rut  once 
she  got  out. 

In  the  picture  accompanying  this 
article,  you  see  the  Douglas  Ward's 
monthly  faculty  meeting  in  session. 
(Superintendent  Parley  Giles  and 
Joseph  W.  Richards  presiding.) 
All  the  wards  in  the  Bonneville  Stake 
hold  their  monthly  faculty  meetings. 
It  must  be  the  goal  of  every  Sunday 
School  in  the  Church  to  have  such 
meetings. 


OUT  words  are  things;  and  a  small 

drop  of  ink  falling,  like  dew, 

upon  a  thought,  produces  that  which 

makes  thousands,  perhaps  millions, 


think. 


—Lord  Byron,  Don  Juan 


\  wise  husband  will  buy  his  wife 
such  fine  china  that  she  won't 
trust  him  to  wash  the  dishes. 
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HOW  TO  TELL  STORIES 

JUNIOR   SUNDAY   SCHOOL 


^y  zMarie  Fox  Felt 


TEACH  THE  GOSPEL  BY  STORY 


^^HPell  me  a  story"  is  music  to  the 
ears  of  those  who  teach  or  hve 
with  httle  children.  At  bedtime,  at 
mother's  knee,  on  daddy's  lap,  while 
taking  a  ride  with  grandmother  or 
grandfather,  at  Primary,  at  Sunday 
School— any  place  where  little  chil- 
dren are— stories  are  a  welcome  part 
of  the  day's  activities  and  experi- 
ences. 

The  storyteller  may  be  a  parent, 
a  relative,  a  friend,  or  a  teacher.  The 
degree  of  success  will  depend  upon 
their  appropriate  selection  of  the 
story,  the  preparation  for  the  telling, 
the  arrangement  of  the  group  to 
whom  the  story  is  being  told,  the 
setting  where  the  story  is  to  be  told, 
the  avoidance  of  distractions,  the 
language  used,  and  the  personality 
and  mood  of  the  teller. 

Now,  what  should  determine  the 
selection  of  a  story.  First,  to  us  in 
Junior  Sunday  School,  this  would  be 
the  children  to  whom  the  story  is 
to  be  told.  Second,  the  story  should 
be  short  and  full  of  action;  it  should 
have  a  good  plot  with  a  positive 
ending;  and  it  should  possess  child 
interest.  Third,  it  should  appeal  to 
the  one  who  is  to  tell  it. 


As  you  prepare 
to  tell  the  story, 
read  it  over  many 
times.  Even  if  it 
is  familiar  to  you, 
read  it  again.  Re- 
fresh your  memory 
with  the  author's 
meaning,  the  truths 
contained  in  the 
story,  and  the  mes- 
sage that  it  carries. 
Analyze  the  plot 
to  find  the  intro- 
duction, the  theme, 
the  climax,  and 
the  conclusion.  Jot 
down  under  each 
division  the  princi- 
pal points  to  be 
covered.  Read  it 
again— this  time  for  mastery  of  de- 
tail and  an  imagery  of  the  characters 
in  it.  Tell  it  aloud.  Often  in  the 
vocal  telling  one  finds  himself  less 
fluent  than  he  had  expected  to  be. 
This  telling  also  aids  in  the  enuncia- 
tion, pronunciation,  and  expression. 

Seat  the  children  informally  and 
comfortably  before  the  storyteller  on 
chairs  of  proper  height  See  that  no 
one  is  crowded  for  breathing  space 
or  elbow  room.  Have  the  younger 
and  shorter  children  at  the  front  of 
the  group  so  that  every  face  is  visi- 
ble. Then  you  be  seated.  This  is  less 
formal  and  is  more  suited  to  the  ac- 
tivity. It  has  the  added  advantage 
of  bringing  the  face  of  the  storyteller 
into  better  range  of  the  children's 
eyes. 

While  the  story  is  being  told, 
avoid  distractions  such  as  a  flapping 
shade  or  the  whispering  of  guests 
or  adults  as  they  move  around  in 
other  parts  of  the  room.  No  one 
should  enter  or  leave  the  room  dur- 
ing the  storytelling. 

It  is  important  also  that  the  chil- 
dren be  rested  as  the  story  is  being 
told.  If  they  have  been  seated  for  a 


while,  give  them  a  rest  exercise  be- 
fore beginning  the  story.  Wait  for 
every  child  to  be  quiet  before  begin- 
ning the  telling.  Otherwise  some 
children  may  miss  the  first  sentence 
and  never  catch  the  meaning. 

When  the  actual  telling  begins 
the  teacher  should  forget  the  book 
and  tell  it  as  if  she  were  living  and 
experiencing  every  part  of  the  story. 
It  is  important  for  her  to  use  good 
English  which  is  appropriate  to  the 
kind  of  story  that  is  being  told.  She 
should  eliminate  all  description  that 
is  not  necessary  but  make  vivid  that 
which  is  used.  Rhythmic  phrases  are 
helpful  in  the  telling  of  Children's 
stories.  Use  gestures  sparingly  unless 
they  come  natural.  Be  careful  of 
your  dress  and  manners.  Do  nothing 
or  wear  nothing  that  will  distract 
the  children's  attention  from  the 
story  itself. 

In  the  telling  of  Bible  stories, 
wherever  possible,  the  language  of 
the  Bible  should  be  used.  However, 
with  little  children  there  must  be 
some  adaptation  in  terms  of  their 
experiences  and  explanations  made 
in  terms  of  familiar  words. 

Margaret  Eggleston,  in  her  book 
The  Use  of  the  Story  in  Religious 
Education,  says  that  "your  own  life 
must  be  in  harmony  with  the  great 
lessons  that  He  taught.  He  made  the 
story  live  because  He  lived  the 
story.  .  .  The  story  is  one  of  our 
greatest  assets  for  it  is  God's  way 
of  building  character." 


N 


EXT  .  month's     article     will     be 
Music  as  Lesson  Content." 

SACRAMENT   GEM 


Just  a  tiny  piece  of  bread 
While  I  eat  I  bow  my  head; 

Now  a  sip  of  water  clear 
To  show  I  love  my  Savior  dear. 
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CUGGESTION  on  the  Song  of  the 
Month  for  Junior  Sunday  School: 

"While  of  These  Emblems  We 
Partake,"  The  Children  Sing,  page 
63.  (Teach  the  first  verse  only.) 

The  words  of  this  song  are  so  fa- 
miliar to  adults  because  of  their  use 
as  a  sacrament  gem  that  we  must 
not  think  that  they  are  familiar  to 
the  children.  They  are  beautiful 
words,  beautiful  particularly  be- 
cause of  their  significance.  To  make 
them  beautiful  and  meaningful  to 
the  children  we  must  explain  what 
the  sacrament  is  and  what  it  is  for. 
We  must  explain  such  words  as  em- 
blem and  partake  and  what  we 
mean  by  keeping  our  hearts  and 
hands  pure. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  tell  the  very 
small  children  that  the  bread  repre- 
sents the  body  of  Christ  and  the 
water  the  blood.  The  children  should 
know,  however,  that  we  take  the 
sacrament  after  it  has  been  blessed 
to  remember  Christ  and  what  he 
taught  us.  They  should  also  know 
that  in  taking  the  sacrament  we 
have  a  definite  responsibility.  Some 
of  this  responsibility  is  told  in  the 
words,  "Let  us  remember  and  be 
sure,  Our  hearts  and  hands  are  clean 
and  pure." 

The  picture  of  The  Last  Supper 
could  make  this  song  more  meaning- 
ful. There  is  also  a  sacrament  pic- 
ture in  the  Kindergarten  picture 
packet. 

The  melody  that  Alexander 
Schreiner  has  written  for  these 
beautiful  words  is  simple  and 
harmonious.  There  should  be  no 
difficulty  in  teaching  this  to  the 
children.  Let  them  hear  the  song 
in  its  entirety  (first  verse)  several 
times  before  trying  to  sing  it.  It 
should  be  sung  slowly  and  rever- 
ently.—Be^/i  Hooper 

QUESTIONS  FROM  THE  FIELD: 
Two-and-one-half -minute  Talks 

Question;  Is  it  better  to  have 
prepared  two-and-one-half -minute 
talks  in  the  Junior  Sunday  School 
or  spontaneous  talks? 

Answer:  There  is  a  place  for  both 
types  of  talks  in  a  Junior  Sunday 
School  program.  Children  in  the 
Primary  and  Kindergarten  de- 
partments can  memorize  a  verse 
to  say,  and  Primary  age  children 
can  give  a  short  prepared  talk. 
These  carefully  selected  prepara- 
tions should  become  regular  two- 
and-one-half  minute  talks  in  our 


Sunday  Schools  and  be  developed 
from  the  outlined  lessons  as  well 
as  from  seasonal  interest.  Kinder- 
garten and  Nursery  children  will 
often  participate  through  small 
groups  by  saying  a  verse,  repeat- 
ing phrases,  or  perhaps  offering 
an  individual  expression  for  the 
two-and-one-half-minute  talk. 

Thus,  both  formal  and  informal 
talks  make  the  two-and-one-half- 
minute  talks  program  for  young 
children, 

"Nursery  Department  Organization 

Question:  We  have  large  numbers  of 
three  year  old  children  in  our 
Junior  Sunday  School  and  a  few 
two-and-  one-half  year  olds.  How 
many  teachers  would  we  need  for 
thirty  of  these  children? 

Answer:  One  teacher  to  approxi- 
mately seven  of  this  age  group  is 
usually  thought  of  as  about  right. 
This  ratio  allows  for  intimate 
teacher  direction. 

Easter 

Question:  Is  it  acceptable  to  explain 
the  resurrection  through  the  re- 
birth of  the  world  of  nature  in 
spring? 

Answer:  Such  a  procedure  is  of 
doubtful  value  for  the  two  pro- 
cesses are  very  different  in  scope, 
and  it  is  an  over-simplification  of 

the  resurrection  to  explain  it  so. 
Junior  Sunday  School  manuals 
suggest  an  approach  through  the 
experience  of  going  to  sleep  and 
waking  to  a  new  day  of  new  ex- 
periences. Children  really  need 
less  explanation  of  the  how  of  this 
principle  than  they  do  of  its 
reality.  Let  us  acquaint  the  young 
children  of  the  Church  with  a 
glorious  faith  in  a  Iffe  after  death 
and  the  enjoyment  of  the  beauties 
and  wonders  of  this  world  of  sea- 
sons as  two  separate  experiences. 

The  following  supplementary 
teaching  material  may  be  used  in 
any  of  the  departments  of  the  Junior 
Sunday  School: 

Verse  for  Easter 

EASTER 

The  air  is  like  a  butterfly, 
With  frail  blue  wings, 

The  happy  earth  looks  at  the  sky 
And  sings. 

—Joyce  Kilmer 


Gratitude  is  Spoken 

Father  in  Heaven  help  me  to  so  live. 
That  joy  and  comfort  to  others  I'll 

give; 
Help  me  to  be  worthy  of  Thy  loving 

aid. 
Help  me  to  be  honest  and  unafraid. 
I,  a  little  child  can  pray. 
For  help  from  Jesus  every  day; 
If  I  kind  and  good  shall  be, 
He  will  hear  and  answer  me. 

(The  above  four  verses  were 
written  by  Claribel  W.  Aldous) 

Verse  for  Action 

BUMRLE  BEES 

I  saw  a  great  big  bumble  bee, 

Flying  by  the  flowers, 
I  said,  "Hello,"  and  he  said,  "Buzz," 

And  flew  around  for  hours, 

{Indicate  flying  bee  by  moving 
hand  in  circular  motion  here  and 
there;  nod  head  at  word  "hello"  and 
follow  first  motion  once  more.) 


jyf  AY  4,  1952  is  the  opening 
day  of  Kindness  To  Ani- 
mals Week.  The  theme  of  this 
week  has  special  appeal  to  chil- 
dren; and,  in  turn,  the  Ameri- 
can Humane  Society  needs 
their  cooperation. 

Songs,  stories,  and  poems 
commemorating  this  occasion 
might  well  become  part  of  the 
opening  exercises  of  Junior 
Sunday  School  on  this  day. 


The  Wonder  of  the  World  in  Verse 

Today  I  have  a  gas  balloon 

I  hope  it  won't  go  pop,  too  soon. 

The  milkman  is  my  very  good  friend, 
I  watch  for  his  truck  to  come  round 

the  bend. 
He  always  says,  "Good  morning,  son, 
I   surely  hope  you're  having  fun." 

I  like  to  lie  awake  at  night, 

To   watch    the    twinkling    stars    so 

bright; 
And  then  again  at  break  of  morn, 
I  like  to  see  a  new  day  bom; 
The  sun  comes  up  on  each  new  day, 
And  quickly  chases  the  stars  away. 

nnODAY  the  English  language  is 
used  in  50%  of  all  newspapers, 
60%  of  all  radio  programs,  70%  of  all 
magazines  and  80%  of  all  correspond- 
ence. —Australasian  Mfr. 
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TWO  LITTLE  REST  EXERCISES 


'FIREFLr 


GET  SOMETHING  DONE 


(Hold  up  right  hand.) 
This  is  the  hand  I  always  use 
To  take  the  Bread  and  Water. 

(Hold  up  left  hand.) 
This  is  the  hand  I  always  use 
To  fold  it  quiet  after. 

(Fold  hands.) 

(To  be  said  while  using  hand 
motions. ) 

These  are  the  handles  I  hold  with 

my  hands 
These  are  the  pedals  I  push  with  my 

feet. 
At   night    I    wheel   it  to    where   it 

stands 
My    tricycle    never    stands    in    the 

street.  Mrs.  Seth  Harper 


T\0  you  know  God  scatters  sparks 
Just  to  light  home  weary  larks, 
Who  had  flown  too  far  and  high. 
Praising  Him  throughout  the  sky? 
To  these  bits  of  gleaming  light. 
That  burn  best  in  darkest  night, 
He  gave  wings.  Now  flight  they  try, 
While  we  whisper,   "Firefly!" 
—Carsten  Ahrens 
in    Our    Dumb    Animals 

r^espise  not  little  things.  Life  is 
made  up  of  them.  Moments  are 
the  golden  sands  of  time.  The  nerve 
of  a  tooth,  not  so  large  as  the  finest 
cambric  needle,  will  sometimes  drive 
a  strong  man  to  distraction.  A  mos- 
quito can  make  an  elephant  mad. 

-The  Uplift. 


/^ET  something  done;   the   golden 
hours 

Are  passing  swiftly  on. 
Invest  your  heaven-given  powers 

Before  the  chance  is  gone. 
Don't  ask  the  world  to  entertain; 

Serve  it  while  you  can. 
Above  all  else,  do  not  complain; 

Do  something!  Be  a  man! 

The  day  will  end,  the  night  will  fall. 

And  leave  you  gay  or  sad. 
The  world  will  cease  to  care  at  all 

How  good  a  time  you  had. 
The  artificial  things  will  be 

Forgot  at  set  of  sun. 
Who  then  will  live  on  in  memory? 

He  who  got  something  done. 
Clarence  Edwin  Flynn  in  "Boy  Life." 


PRAISES   TO   JUNIOR    SUNDAY   SCHOOL 


From  left  to  right:  Karen  Smith,  Victoria 
Montgomery,  Karen  Kelly,  Sister  Miller, 
Patricia  Andrew,  Stephen  Rubow,  Klauss 
Knapp,  Arthur  Hatfield,  and  Scott  Mathe- 
son.  Members  of  the  class  who  were 
not  in  picture  are  Eugene  Eaton,  Jill 
Ganschow,  Linda  Nutt,  and  Karen  Schurr. 

T^E  first  class  to  advance  from 
Junior  Sunday  School  at  Logan 
Square  Ward,  Chicago,  Illinois, 
shower  praises  for  their  Junior  Sun- 
day School. 


The  First  Intermediate  Class,  un- 
der the  leadership  of  Sister  Miller, 
voted  unanimously  in  approval  of 
Junior  Sunday  School  for  children. 
This  class  experienced  being  a  part 
of  the  Senior  Sunday  School  previous 
to  the  organization  of  Junior  Sunday 
School  in  their  ward  in  1950. 

Members  of  the  class  were  asked 
to  list  the  factors  by  which  they 
judged  the  value  of  a  Junior  Sunday 
School.  The  following  statements 
were  given: 

1.  In  Junior  Sunday  School  the  songs 
are  for  us. 

2.  The  announcements  are  ones  we 
understand. 

3.  Everything  is  for  people  our  age. 

4.  More  of  our  friends  are  in  one 
group. 


5.  We    can    participate    more    fre- 
quently in  activities. 

6.  We  learn  to  pray   in  public   in 
Junior  Sunday  School. 

7.  Participation    in    Junior    Sunday 
School  activities. 

Congratulations  to  Coordinator 
Thelma  Hubbard  and  her  assistant 
Eve  Jordan. 


lATAITERS,  of  course,  are  not  in  a 
position  to  snap  back  at  ill-bred 
guests,  but  one  French  head  waiter 
once  made  the  perfect  retort  to  an 
uncouth  customer:  "My  position,  sir," 
he  said,  "does  not  allow  me  to  argue 
with  you,  but  if  it  ever  came  to  a 
choice  of  weapons,  I  would  choose 
grammar!"  _j^j^^^ 


TEACHING  OPPORTUNITIES  AND   LEARNING  ACTIVITIES 
(Concluded  from  page  122.) 


thing  to  think  about,  ask  about,  and 
finally  tell  about. 

Subjects  for  Discussion 

1.  What  are  the  conditions  which 
give  greater  value  to  a  two-and-one- 
half-minute  talk? 

2.  Under  what  conditions  would 
it  be  just  as  well  if  a  two-and-one- 
half-minute  talk  were  not  given  at 
all?  Why? 

3.  What  can  teachers  do  to 
help  develop  two-and-one-half-min- 


ute    talks?      What    would    teachers 
avoid? 

4.  What  can  parents  do?  What 
should  parents  avoid? 

5.  List  the  suggestions  you  would 
give  a  child  to  help  him  with  the 
organization  of  his  talk. 

6.  List  the  suggestions  you  would 
give  to  help  with  delivery. 

7.  Show  a  picture  and  point  out 
the  ideas  it  suggests  which  a  child 
can  use  in  developing  a  talk. 


8.  Show  a  map  and  point  out 
ideas  it  suggests  which  a  child  can 
use  in   developing   a  talk. 

9.  Describe  the  "fertile  crescent" 
in  a  two-and-one-half -minute  talk 
and  make  clear  its  importance  to  ap- 
preciation of  the  Old  Testament. 

Bibliography 

1.  Sunday  School  Handbook,  page 
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cover  "Fertile  Crescent",  Janu- 
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THE       I  N  S  T  :R  U  C  T  O  R 


WHAT   DOES   IT   MEAN? 

^y  Annette  Beus 


Tn  our  class  last  week  we  were 
talking  about  what  it  means  to  us 
to  be  a  Latter-day  Saint.  And  so  I 
decided  I  would  find  out  just  what 
belonging  to  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  meant  to  the  members  of  my 
family.  I  went  in  and  asked  grand- 
pa first.  "Grandpa,"  I  said,  "What 
does  it  mean  to  you  to  belong  to 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints?"  He  said,  "To  me  it 
means  that  I  have  learned  who  God 
the  Eternal  Father  is,  and  His  son, 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 
And  it  means,  that  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  repent  of  my  sins, 
and  have  been  baptized  by  divine 
authority  for  the  remission  of  my 
sins.  I  have  received  the  laying  on 
of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  by  one  having  divine  author- 
ity. And  if  I  am  humble  and 
prayerful  and  keep  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  will 
bless  me  and  I  will  have  peace  and 
happiness  throughout  my  life." 

Grandma  was  sewing  when  I 
asked  her.  After  a  few  stitches  she 
looked  up  and  said,  "Annette,  it 
means  everything  to  me." 


When  Daddy  came  in  from 
chores,  I  asked  him  what  being  a 
member  of  the  Church  meant  to 
him.  He  said  it  meant  a  door  had 
been  opened  to  eternal  joy  and 
happiness. 


Then  I  asked 
She's  seven  years 
said    she    didn't 
thinking  about  it 
she  said,  "I  like 
School  and  learn 
Heavenly   Father, 
too.     That's  what 


my  sister  Carroll, 
old.  At  first  she 
know,  but  after 
for  a  little  while 
to  go  to  Sunday 
about  Jesus  and 
I  like  Primary 
it  means  to  me." 


Robert's  only  four,  but  I  asked 
him  anyway.  He  didn't  understand 
what  I  meant,  but  I  know  he  likes 
to  go  'to  Sunday  School  too. 

When  I  asked  Momma,  she  looked 
at  Daddy,  and  at  the  baby  in  her 
high  chair,  and  Robert  playing  with 
his  tractor,  and  at  Carroll  and  me. 
Then  she  smiled  and  said,  "To  me, 
belonging  to  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  means  having  the  opportunity 
of  going  through  the  temple  so  that 
our  family  will  be  together  through 
all  eternity." 

And  then  after  hearing  what  being 


ANNETTE  BEUS 

a  member  of  the  Church  meant  to 
the  rest  of  my  family,  I  asked  myself, 
what  does  it  mean  to  me?  And  I 
decided  it  meant  a  chance  to  learn 
how  to  live  like  our  Heavenly 
Father  wants  me  to.  To  love  and 
obey  my  parents,  to  love  my  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  and  to  love  one 
another. 

"The  above  two-and-one-half-minute  talk  was 
given  recently  by  Annette  Beus,  age  9,  in  the 
Hooper  Ward  of  the  Lake  View  Stake. 


TAKING   A   MENTAL   CHECK 

"By  Bill  Vincent 


/^CCASIONALLY  wc  should  take  a 
mental  check  on  ourselves  and 
turn  our  thoughts  to  the  good  things 
in  life  which  we  enjoy  and  truly 
count  our  many  blessings.  We 
should  not  wait  for  just  one  season 
to  enumerate  these  wonderful  gifts 
which  our  Heavenly  Father  has 
given  us. 

Too  often  we  are  found  grumb- 
ling at  some  inconvenience  or  the 
lack  of  something  which  we  feel  is 
very  important  to  our  pleasure.  We 
have  been  given  one  pair  of  eyes  to 
last  a  lifetime— one  pair  of  eyes  for 
seeing  the  stars,  the  city  lights,  the 


sunrise  and  sunset,  the  budding  of 
trees,  the  faces  of  little  children.  We 
have  one  pair  of  eyes  for  reading 
the  books  of  the  masters,  the  news 
of  the  day,  the  learning  of  man, 
and  one  pair  of  eyes  for  working. 
We  have  a  pair  of  ears  that  we 
might  hear  the  glorious  music  of 
this  world— some  childish  laughter, 
or  the  whisper  of  a  mother's  love. 

To  each  God  gives  two  arms,  two 
legs,  a  healthy  body  and  an  active 
mind  with  which  he  expects  us  to 
do  His  work.  This  is  the  greatest 
privilege  which  can  come  to  any- 
one, and  we  are  indeed  ungrateful 


if  we  do  not  thank  Him  every  day 
for  His  gift.  Most  of  us  have  all  of 
these  blessings,  but  if  we  were  to  be 
deprived  of  just  one  of  them,  we 
should  still  be  grateful  for  the 
others. 

I  am  thankful  for  all  of  the  bless- 
ings I  enjoy,  my  health,  my  family, 
and  the  privilege  of  living  in  this 
country  and  attending  this  Church. 
This  is  my  prayer  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

The  above  two-and-one-half-minute  talk  was 
given  by  Bill  Vincent,  age  14,  LaCienega  Ward, 
Santa  Monica   Stake. 


TT  is  not  so  much  what  we  know  as  ^^P\uring  Civil  War  days  Abraham  ^^r\rinking  is  a  social  responsibility 

how  we  use  what  we  know.  Lincoln  said,  'This  nation  can-  because  it  is  a  social  tradition 

not  live  half  slave   and  half  free.'  transmitting  the  customs,  practices, 

\   smile  may  foster  on  some  mind  neither  can  we  live  half  drunk  and  and  attitudes,  from  one  generation  to 

-^   a  kindly  deed,  but  a  word  may  half  sober."  the  next  by  imitation." 

kill  and  destroy  it  all.  —Mark  A.  Madsen,  Utah  State  —Jack  Roberts,  Nebraska  State 

—Wilson  AgriculturM  College.  Teachers  College 
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HUMOR,  WIT,  AND  WISDOM 


Modern  Language 

A  teacher  in  Brooklyn  said,  "Joey,  give  me  a  sen- 
tence using  the  word  'bewitches.' "  After  deep  thought, 
Joey  replied,  "Youse  go  on  ahead— I'll  bewitches  in  a 
minute."  —Harvester 


Impressions  of  Youth 

A  teacher  once  asked  a  small  boy  in  her  class  if 
he  understood  the  phrase  "rapid  enunciation."  With 
the  candor  of  the  young,  the'boy  replied:  "Yes'm,  it's 
the  way  folks  say  their  prayers  on  cold  nights." 

—Liguorian 

Spelling 

An  atomic  scientist  went  away  on  vacation.  On 
his  absence,  a  sign  was  hung  on  his  oflRce  door  reading: 
"Gone  Fision!"  —Hollywood  Reporter 

Gratitude 

Driver:  "It's  great,  speeding  along  like  this.  Don't 
you  feel  glad  you're  alive?" 

Passenger:    "Glad    isn't    the   word— I'm    amazed!" 

Tourist  Talk 

A  sentimental  lady  on  a  tour  of  the  Oregon  State 
Forest  Reserves  stopped  before  a  giant  tree.  "Oh, 
wonderful  elm,"  she  exclaimed,  "If  you  could  only 
speak,  what  would  you  say  to  me?" 

The  senior  forester,  accompanying  her,  suggested, 
"It  would  probably  say,  'Pardon  me,  lady,  but  I'm  an 
oak.' " 

Another  Way  To  Say  It 

"A  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss,"  was  what  the 
professor  wanted  to  say.  Instead,  he  phrased  it  this 
way:  "A  nomadic  portion  of  the  metamorphosed  igneous 
or  sedimentary  deposit  of  the  Protozoic  era  accumu- 
lates no  bryophytic  plant  life."  —Irish  Digest 

Experience 

An  employer  should  not  forget  that  previous  ex- 
perience in  the  case  of  a  prospective  employee  often 
means  cute  tricks  for  avoiding  work.  —Enos  Magazine 

"...  And  There  Was  Thunder  ..." 

Quiet  minds  cannot  be  perplexed  or  frightened,  but 
go  on  in  fortune  or  misfortune  like  a  clock  during  a 
thunderstorm.  —Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 


Food  for  Thought 

We  know  that  a  fool  and  his  money  are  soon  parted, 
but  how  did  they  ever  get  together? 

There  is  always  something  to  laugh  about  every  day, 
even  if  it  is  only  about  yourself. 

If  the  world  laughs  at  you,  laugh  right  back—it's 
as  funny  as  you. 

The  man  who  wakes  up  and  finds  himself  successful, 
hasn't  been  asleep. 

The  trouble  with  some  people  is  they  say  what  others 
only  think. 

What  people  say  behind  your  back  indicates  your 
standing  in  your  community. 

When  you  know  you  are  doing  your  job  perfectly, 
look  for  ways  to  improve  it— or  someone  else  will. 

Few  things  come  to  him  who  wishes;  all  things  come 
to  him  who  works.— E.  H.  Chapin. 

There  is  always  some  sunshine,  and  we  can  move 
ourselves  into  it.— E.  H.  Chapin. 

The  right  angle  from  which  to  approach  any  problem 
is  the  try  angle. 

Reputation  is  what  you  have  when  you  come  to  a  new 
community.  Character  is  what  you  have  when  you 
go  away. 

It  is  easier  to  spend  allowances  than  to  make  them. 

Putting  things  off  somehow  mostly  applies  to  duties 
and  not  to  pleasures. 

Indescretion  in  others  should  never  destroy  humanity 
in  you.— Henrik  Ibsen 

A  man's  wealth  does  not  depend  so  much  on  what 
he  has  as  on  what  he  can  do  without— Henrik  Ibsen. 

Once  in  a  while,  not  often,  a  man  is  born  who  isn't 
afraid.  Then  things  begin  to  move.— Henrik  Ibsen. 

Don't  be  satisfied  with  a  thing  because  it  succeeds; 
make  it  succeed  better. —Henrik  Ibsen. 

He  who  has  truth  in  his  heart  need  never  fear  the 
want  of  persuasion  on  his  tongue.— Rw^fcin. 

The  biggest  reward  for  a  thing  well  done  is  to  have 
done  it— Ralph  Waldo  Emerson. 

Big  things  are  often  easier  to  do  than  small  things, 
and  they  encounter  less  competition. 

The  biggest  mistake  is  the  fear  that  you  will  make  one. 

The  hardest  work  is  the  job  you  don't  want  to  do. 

Do  not  kill  time— it  has  no  resurrection. 

A  man  there  was  and  they  called  him  mad:  the  more 
he  gave  the  more  he  had. 

Middle  age  is  when  a  night  out  is  followed  by  a 
day  in.— Argonaut. 

Dollar  Sign :  A  capital  S  that  has  been  double-crossed. 

—Outdoor  Ind. 
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THEIR  WORDS  REVEAL  THEM 


METER 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
The  word  was  dedicate 


npHE  tall,  rough-hewn  figure  of  a  man  rose  up  from 
his  seat.    His  sunken  eyes  looked  out  over  a  broad 
field  of  faces.     Beyond  and  around  were  stretches  of 
wheat,  peach  orchards,  and  meadows. 

This  gaunt 
man  with  hol- 
low cheeks  and 
rather  short, 
dark  beard  held 
two  sheets  of 
paper  in  one 
hand.  In  his 
high-pitched 
voice,  Abraham 
Lincoln  began 
his  Gettysburg 
Address, 

It  became  a 
literary  classic. 

Lincoln  spoke 
only  ten  sen- 
tences at  Gettys- 
burg. In  them, 
the  word  dedi- 
cate or  dedi- 
cated appeared 
six  times. 
And  what  word  better  summarizes  Abraham 
Lincoln  than  dedicate?  Lincoln's  life  was  one  of  con- 
stant dedication.  This  great,  good  man  who  was 
born  on  a  bed  of  corn  husks  and  bearskins  in  a  log 
hut  dedicated  himself  to  his  fellow  men,  his  principles, 
and  to  his  God. 

Words  so  often  reveal  the  man. 
Take  another  eminent  figure— Theodore  Roosevelt. 
You  need  not  read  his  biography  to  know  the  man. 
Just  scan  a  few  of  his  own  utterances.  They  sparkle 
and  bristle  with  unusual,  colorful,  and  vigorous  words 
and  expressions,  such  as  "broomstick  preparedness," 
"parlor  bolshevism,"  "square  deal,"  "mollycoddles,"  and 
"shoot  the  way  you  shout."  Or  take  the  tides  of  some 
of  Theodore  Roosevelt's  works:  The  Strenuous  Life, 
The  Great  Adventure,  The  Rough  Riders,  and  The 
Winning  of  the  West. 

And  there  in  a  few  of  his  own  words  you  have 
colorful,  adventure-loving,  plain-speaking  Teddy  Roose- 
velt. 

Winston  Churchill  has  been  adjudged  the  most 
impressive  personality  of  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth 
century.*  He  has  written  volumes  of  history.  He  has 
made  more.  He  is  a  master  of  rhetoric.  His  speeches 
teem  with  powerful,  sweeping  words,  like  mighty, 
majesty,  broad,  grand,  gallant,  victory,  indomitable, 
glorious,  colossal,  fierce,  and  fight.  He  made  blood 
and  sweat  and  tears  words  of  history,  when  he  ac- 
cepted the  King's  invitation  to  become  Britain's  war- 
time prime  minister,  in  1940. 


But  as  I  scan  the  mighty  speaking  words  of  Win- 
ston Churchill  before,  during  and  after  World  War  H, 
there  is  one  that  recurs  and  seems  more  typically 
Churchillian  than  all.  It  is  resolute— or  resolutely  or 
resolution.  Your  dictionary  will  tell  you  that  resolute 
means  "having,  or  characterized  by,  a  decided  purpose; 
determined;  resolved;  hence,  bold,  firm;  steady." 

When  I  was  in  London,  in  1936,  Churchill  was 
speaking  on  Germany's  ominous  violation  of  the  Rhine- 
land,  He  asked  for  great  resolution  to  establish  ef- 
fective collective  security.  About  eight  weeks  later, 
again  speaking  for  collective  security  against  the  rising 
menace  of  war,  he  implored  for  a  "resolute  part"  and 
"resolute  effort." 

In  the  grim  war  years,  Churchill  appealed  for 
"steadiness  and  resolution"  among  those  in  his  country's 
high  places.  Not  many  weeks  later,  he  assured  the 
world  that  Britain  in  the  Near  East  would  discharge 
"resolutely  all  our  obligations." 

Early  this  year,  shortly  after  his  countrymen  had 
voted  him  back  as  prime  minister,  Winston  Churchill 
gave  his  "Steel,  Not  Gold"  talk  before  America's  Con 
gress.     In  it  he  used  the  world  resolute  three  times. 

Study  for  a  minute  or  two  a  portrait  of  the  Hon- 
orable Winston  S.  Churchill.  Note  his  stiff  lower  lip 
protruding  like  a  ready  rampart.  Then  try,  if  you  can, 
to  think  of  a  more  descriptive  word  than  resolute. 
There,  in  only  eight  letters  of  the  alphabet,  is  Winston 
Churchill. 

For  a  vocabulary  abounding  in  lofty  words,  scan 
the  addresses  of  our  own  President  David  O.  McKay, 
You  find  repeated  words  like  exemplar,  sublime,  char- 
acter, and  ideals.  To  me,  however,  there  is  one  word— 
or  variations  of  it— that  is  exalted  above  the  others  in 
our  prophet's  messages.  It  has  appeared  more  than 
once  in  each  of  President  McKay's  two  main  addresses 
at  general  conferences  since  he  became  the  earthly  head 
of  the  Church.  President  McKay  has  a  rich,  broad 
vocabulary,  but  you  will  find  the  word  appearing  five 
times  in  his  remarks  at  the  recent  funeral  services  for 
Elder  Joseph  F.  Merrill  in  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle. 
The  word  describes  the  President's  own  character,  ap- 
pearance, and  bearing— remarkably.  The  word  is  noble. 
Sometimes,  glance  through  President  McKay's  ad- 
dresses—for years  back.  If  you  do,  you  will  find  a 
sprinkling  of  noble,  or  its  variations.  The  word  appears 
twice  in  President  McKay's  address  at  the  general 
conference  in  which  he  was  first  sustained  a  member 
of  the  First  Presidency,  in  1934, 

Yes,  words  reveal  the  man.  Words  are  the  Sun- 
day School  teacher's  most  effective  tools  in  gospel 
teaching.    What  are  your  favorite  words? 

—Wendell  J.  Ashton 

"Time  Magazine,  January  2,  1950. 


